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Established in 1924 the Faculty of Economics and Commerce offers a comprehensive range of undergraduate courses from first year to fourth year honours, and a range of postgraduate courses from Graduate Diplomas, to Master degrees and Doctoral degrees.  The Faculty’s courses have a strong international orientation, with a particular geographical focus on Australia and the Asia Pacific, especially China and Southeast Asia.
The Faculty has a large and diverse student cohort with approximately 7,500 students enrolled in degrees and diplomas offered by them in 2006.  Of these almost 6,000 were undergraduates which represents 25% of undergraduates in the University.  Many of the undergraduate courses are characterized by very large enrolments and are also taken by large numbers of students from other faculties (e.g. approx. 1,500 in first-year Economics; approx. 1,000 in second-year Accounting).  In 2006, 48 per cent of students were from overseas and the Faculty has the highest internationally diverse group of students in the University.  There are approximately 180 full-time teaching and research staff in the Faculty (further information available from Annual Report 2006: Outlook 2007: http://www.ecom.unimelb.edu.au/downloads/annual_report_06.pdf )
Officially launched in October 2007 the Melbourne Graduate School of Management is responsible for the coordination and development of the Faculties graduate programs.  The graduate school offers over 20 postgraduate programs.  Of the 2006 postgraduate diploma and degree enrolments, 126 were research higher degrees.  
In addition to the four teaching departments: Accounting and Business Information Systems (ABIS), Economics, Finance, Management and Marketing, the Faculty also has 10 research institutes/centres (see http://www.ecom.unimelb.edu.au/Faculty/structure/)

Target users

Undergraduate students, postgraduate and higher degree coursework/research students, and academic staff.
Research areas http://www.ecom.unimelb.edu.au/research/
As noted on page six of the Faculty's Annual Report 2006: Outlook 2007 one of its aims is to "Conduct and disseminate research of international standing in the disciplines of accounting, actuarial studies, economics, econometrics, finance, business information systems, international business, human resource, management, management and marketing".  The Faculty undertakes research across most of its teaching areas and aims “to advance knowledge globally through pure and applied research in Accounting, Actuarial Studies, Business Information Systems, Economics, Econometrics, Finance, Management, Marketing” (from Faculty website http://www.ecom.unimelb.edu.au/research/)

Details of the Faculties research strengths are listed on the following webpage: http://www.ecom.unimelb.edu.au/research/strengths.html 

Research Centres
The Faculty has ten Research Centres/Institutes, it also collaborates with other faculties and institutes in relation to a number of other research centres. The Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research (MIAESR) was established in 1962 and is located within the Faculty.  The other Research Centres are located within the Departments.  Details of the research centres can be accessed from the following website: http://www.ecom.unimelb.edu.au/Faculty/structure/ 
THE LIBRARY’S COLLECTION

History

The Library’s collection in economics and commerce is made up of holdings developed over the years in the University Library and in the former Giblin Research Library, which merged in 1995 to form the Giblin Economics and Commerce Library.  In the mid 1980s teaching of business administration/management was transferred to the newly-created Graduate School of Management, later the Melbourne Business School (MBS), and the corresponding component of the Faculty’s Giblin Research Library, including backfiles of journals, was transferred to the MBS.  The next seven years saw minimal collection development in the business administration/management area.  When a Department of Management and Industrial Relations was re-formed in the Faculty in 1993 the management collection had to be strengthened and journal subscriptions re-established.  
COLLECTION STATEMENT
The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles, and materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff.  

There is currently one approval plan for Economics and Commerce covering mainstream publishers from the UK and North America.  Titles are also received via a number of standing orders with international institutions such as IMF, OECD and World Bank.
There is no restriction on the purchase of foreign language material although the collection is predominantly English.  Research related to the Asia-Pacific region is undertaken in Economics and Commerce and relevant material in Chinese and Japanese is located in the Baillieu Library’s East Asian collection.

Size of the Collection

The total collection of monographs in the core economics and commerce areas amounts to about 70,000 volumes.   There are currently about 190 journal subscriptions and 37 standing orders.  In addition to journal titles purchased from the Economics & Commerce material vote there is also access to a large number of relevant titles via multidisciplinary databases which are paid for from library central funds.
Location

The economics and commerce collections are housed principally in the Giblin Economics & Commerce Library.  Interdisciplinary materials, microforms, the reserve collection, and materials in East Asian languages, are housed in the Baillieu Library.  Videos and DVDs are housed in the ERC Media collection. There is a small overlap with the Law Library and the ERC general collection.  Some historical or low-use materials in the ERC Research Collections (AB and B) are also of relevance.    A small proportion of the low-use materials have been transferred from the Giblin Library to off-campus storage facilities in Bundoora and Brunswick.
Classification
The Library’s Economics and Commerce collections are classified using the Dewey Decimal Classification system which is subject based.  Accordingly, the Giblin Library houses material in the 330s, 380s, and 657-659 ranges; the journal collection also includes 368 and all the 650s.  All other Dewey number ranges are located in the Baillieu Library.  (The Reference collection is not limited by this call number restriction).

Formats

The literature and sources of the Economics and Commerce Library comprise monographs, journals, statistical series, government publications (international, national and local), conference and working papers, data sets and media such as videos.  All these types of materials are acquired and are provided in whatever format is deemed the most suitable.

Electronic journals are preferred to print as this enables access to titles remotely, at any time.  Access to large databases such as Business Source Premier and EconLit is also provided.  Similarly, the Library is endeavoring to purchase e-books where possible to facilitate student access.
Special Collections

Working Papers

This collection was originally made up of about 190 series of working or discussion papers from local and international research organisations, however, the Giblin Library now only holds a small number of working papers in print as many working papers are available electronically from institutional websites and repositories.  
Government Documents, 3rd floor, Baillieu Library:
Based in the Baillieu Library this collection consists mainly of Australian parliamentary publications, Commonwealth and State gazettes, Commonwealth and State statistical yearbooks. It also contains historical British parliamentary publications, selected United Nations statistical series and some older ABS statistical series and censuses.  (Other government publications are treated in the same way as regular monograph and serials.)  

Microform Collection, Lower Ground floor, Baillieu Library:
This collection includes items of value to researchers held in microform format.  Most of the holdings are chiefly of historical interest.  The collection includes a range of relevant annual reports and official publications including statistical series unavailable in other formats.

Special Collections, 3rd floor, Baillieu Library: 

http://www.lib.unimelb.edu.au/collections/special 

Special Collections houses a range of largely historical collections of early or rare material.  Collections include the AX collection which mainly has material published either in or about Australia before 1900 and the BX Collection which contains non-Australian books and journals published before 1881.
Theses Collection – in the Special Collections area

University of Melbourne higher degree theses are held in the Thesis Collection of the Baillieu Library.  From 2005, PhD and Masters by research theses are also available in digital format via the University’s digital repository, University of Melbourne Eprints Repository, (UMER).

Master coursework research reports for the Faculty of Economics and Commerce are held in the Giblin Library for a period of five years.

Archives

http://www.lib.unimelb.edu.au/collections/archives/ 

The University of Melbourne Archives contains a number of collections of value to the Faculty of Economic & Commerce, in particular their business collection.  This collection comprises of records of both businesses and the personal papers of businessmen and women covering 150 years of Victorian history. Mining companies and mining industry records are particularly strong but a rich diversity of other businesses is also held.
Changes in Collection Direction

Economic History was phased out of the Faculty’s teaching program when the Department of Business Development and Corporate History was subsumed into the Department of Management in 1998.  Only major representative titles in the field of economic history are currently ordered to provide a historical perspective to the Faculty’s current teaching and research initiatives. (It should be noted that the history of economic thought continues to be an area of importance).  
There has been a marked growth in the finance collections since the establishment of the program in finance in the late 1980s.  There is a much greater emphasis on management and business topics.  In recent years there has been a greater emphasis on practitioner materials in accounting and finance.  The demand for theoretical and applied economics materials nevertheless remains at an in-depth level.  There is also a greater emphasis on serials, statistics and data sets to support both the teaching and research programs. 

Environmental and agricultural economics items have grown in the collection largely as a result of the Land and Food Resources, Parkville Library closing in 2006 and this collection being re-located to other university libraries according to subject relevance.
Strengths of the Collection

The Giblin Library collections cover the broad fields of economics and commerce with strengths in the areas of finance (including banking, regulatory issues), trade, accounting, management, marketing, business and economics.

The journal collection has good coverage and electronic access is available for a large proportion of titles considered key by the Faculty (based on a ranking exercise undertaken 2005 – 2006)

Access to online company and industry intelligence is growing (such as Global Market Information Database, Aspect Huntley Dat & Fin Analysis and Hoovers Online) although demand continues to outweigh access.
Areas Needing Enrichment/Development

Current areas for development include: modern theoretical, environmental and experimental economics; e-commerce and international business with particular emphasis on the Asia Pacific region.  Data on Australian markets and industry profiles and ratings continue to be in demand, access to comprehensive reports will continue to increase where the materials vote budget allows.
The Library continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs and will build in areas where there is little or no coverage.
This document is based on a 2007 Draft Collection Policy written by Barbara Rocchi which was developed with extensive consultation with Economics & Commerce Faculty members.  Last updated by Trish Wilson, Economics & Commerce Librarian, April 2008.
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