EAST ASIAN STUDIES COLLECTION POLICY

Reviewed 2008

The Asia Institute

http://www.asiainstitute.unimelb.edu.au/
Asian Studies

http://www.asiainstitute.unimelb.edu.au/programs/asian.html
The Chinese Language and Studies
http://www.asiainstitute.unimelb.edu.au/programs/chinese.html
The Japanese Language and Studies

http://www.asiainstitute.unimelb.edu.au/programs/japanese.html
The Asia Institute is a School within the Faculty of Arts and is located in the Sidney Myer Centre at the University of Melbourne, Swanston Street, Carlton. The Institute, through its undergraduate and postgraduate study programs, promotes study of the rich languages, intellectual, cultural, political and religious traditions of Asia and of the Islamic world and their contemporary manifestations. Language programs include Arabic, Chinese, Indonesian and Japanese.

Subjects in the Asia Institute programs may be drawn from other areas of study, including history, political science, geography, gender studies, fine arts, law (Asian Law Centre), management (Faculty of Economics and Commerce), medicine (Key Centre for Women's Health) and in the Faculties of Architecture, Building & Planning and Music.

China and Japan subjects taught outside the Asia Institute

There are a number of China and Japan focus and contents related subjects taught across faculties across the University of Melbourne outside the Asia Institute. Below provides the details.

Faculty of Arts

http://www.arts.unimelb.edu.au/
	
	

	106-014 Hong Kong Cinema
	

	106-217 Asian Screen Cultures

106-432 Cultural Studies in Asia

107-236 Asian Art and Spirituality

107-266 Zen and Manga: The Art of Japan
110-221 Dynamics of Japanese Architecture and Art
110-417 Gender and Agency in East Asia 
	

	121-023 China in Transition

121-433 China Field Class
	

	131-039 The Rise of Modern Japan 1850s-1990s
	

	131-062 Making China Modern
	

	131-076 Asia, the Pacific & the West in History

131-422 Asia in Paradigms of World History

131-210 Total War in Asia and the Pacific, 1931-1952
131-463 WWII in Asia and the Pacific
	

	136-211 Asian Civilisations and Science
	

	161-035 Philosophy of Buddhism 

161-134 Asian Philosophies
	

	440-015 Philosophy of Specific Cultures (eg Ancient Greek, Chinese) 
	


Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning

http://www.abp.unimelb.edu.au/
702-234/834 Asian Architecture B

702-302 Architectural Design 3A

702-403 Architectural Design 4A

705-642 Asian Metropolis

Faculty of Economics and Commerce

325-310 Japanese Business and Institutions 

325-332 Chinese Business and Economy 

Centers and institutes promoting Chinese and Japanese Studies in the University

Asialink

http://www.asialink.unimelb.edu.au/
The Asialink Centre promotes public understanding of the countries of Asia and creates links with Asian counterparts. 

Asialink around the region 


China

Asia Australia Mental Health Consortium

Australia China Water Dialogue

Asialink Literature Tours

Arts Residencies

Endeavour Language Fellowships

Access Asia Teacher Study Tour

AEF’s Linking Latitudes Shanghai

Exhibition Touring Program

Public Program speakers

Japan


Access Asia Teacher Study Tour

Australia Japan Art Exhibitions Program

Australia Japan Dance Exchange

Asialink Literature Tours

Arts Residencies

Endeavour Language Fellowships

Public Program speakers



Taiwan




Arts Residencies

Exhibition Touring Program

Asialink Literature Tours

Asialink is headquartered at The University of Melbourne’s Sidney Myer Asia Centre
The Confucius Institute 

http://www.confuciusinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/
The Institute was launch in July 2005, offers advanced programs to enhance the business and trade relations between the State of Victoria and China. It conducts courses of Chinese language classes (all levels) and offers a range of business training programs which included cross-cultural training and Business Chinese for both Australian companies wishing to do business in China and for Chinese companies and executives wanting to do business in Australia

The Confucius Institute is located at 172 Bouverie Street, Carlton,

The Australia-China Centre on Water Resources Research

The Centre was launched in February 2006 fostering research in the priority areas of river basin and groundwater management, irrigation water efficiency, water allocation policy; and the linking of climate and catchment models.

Asian Economics Centre 

http://www.economics.unimelb.edu.au/SITE/AsianEco/AboutPage.shtml
The Asian Economics Centre is a Centre within the Department of Economics of the Faculty of Economics of the University of Melbourne that brings together academic staff with research interests in economic issues facing the countries of the Asia-Pacific region and broader issues of global economic development. Its activities cover research, consultancies, conferences and teaching relating to Asia and the Pacific.
Asian Law Centre
http://alc.law.unimelb.edu.au/
The ALC has particular expertise in the laws and legal systems of Japan, China, Taiwan and other Asian countries. The ALC jointly publishes the Australian Journal of Asian Law (AJAL) with the University of Washington at Seattle and the Australian National University. The ALC maintains the Asian Law Online, offering free access to an online bibliographic database of Asian law materials.

China

http://alc.law.unimelb.edu.au/go/research-programs/china/index.cfm
China Law Network (CLN)

Japan

http://alc.law.unimelb.edu.au/go/research-programs/japan/index.cfm

Chuo Law School Melbourne Summer School
 

Australian Network for Japanese Law (ANJeL)

Target users

Undergraduate students, postgraduate and higher degree coursework / research students,  academic staff who are researching China and Japan regardless of their disciplinary area across the University of Melbourne.

Research areas

       Chinese Language and Studies

Archaeology of China

Architecture and architectural history of China

Arts and painting

Botany of China

China law

China women Studies

China’s Environmental studies

Chinese cultural, historical and contemporary geography 

Chinese cultural studies, traditional and contemporary

Chinese customs, social structure, rural and urban

Chinese intellectual history 

China’s energy and natural resources

Chinese classical and modern literature, including children literature

Chinese medicine

Chinese performing arts

Chinese philology, classical and modern, dialectology and minority languages

Chinese language teaching

Chinese music

Chinese philosophy

Chinese politics, including China foreign policy

Chinese science, technology and material culture

City planning

Costume

Databasing and geographical information systems of China

Development Studies

Economics and economic history, business of China

Education of China

Environmental studies

Ethnology and ethnography

Finance of China

Geography

Health and population

History of China

Intercultural communication

Qi gong

Labor

Management

Media Studies

Movie Studies

Performing arts

Postcolonialism

Regional studies of China

Religions of China

Ritual Studies

Social/demographic areas of China

Social Studies

Sociological studies

Soil and land management

Urbanisation and city life of China

Water management

Japanese Language and Studies

Linguistics (Forensic linguistics/ Second language acquisition/ Pragmatics/ Pedagogy/ Discourse analysis/ Character and writing system)


Language teaching


History


Feminism /Gender Studies


Anthropology


Social Problems


Popular Culture


Art 


Architecture


Economics


Education


Law


Disability Studies

Collection Statement
The East Asian Collection undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles, and materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff.  

In addition to the acquisition of material through purchase, the East Asian Collection has received many generous donations in the form of private collections, the general public and the China government, eg. Thomas Chong Collection, Ron Price Collection, etc. 
The East Asian Collection budget comes from the Asian Institute allocation. The collection has been fortunate to be funded by the Garlick Trust Fund specifying for purchasing East Asian materials. In additions, the collection is also funded by the allocations of AB & P and Economics to purchase language materials to support teaching and research.

Formats

No specific format is excluded from the East Asian Collection. The main type of sources comprise  monographs, journals, CD ROMs, newspapers  in print, scrolls, manuscripts, microform and electronic databases in Chinese and Japanese languages, with China and Japan as the subjects. 

Language   

The primary language of the collection is Chinese and Japanese, but a small number of Reference books in English are kept. 

The East Asian Collection has an agreement with Monash University under ALIM (Asian Libraries in Melbourne) where the University of Melbourne Library contributes $8000 per annum for purchasing Korean language materials to support the study of Asian architecture: China, Japan and Korean and other Korea-related topics taught at the University of Melbourne. The Korean language materials are kept in Monash Library, available for semester loan to the University of Melbourne Library when the subject is taught at Melbourne.

Currency

Currency of material is vital to the Collection in particular in the area of Chinese Studies as the rapid growth of economics in China, the Australia and China trade, and, the rapid growth of international students from China, Hong Kong and Taiwan to study in this University. The rapid and continuing developments in the field mean sources on contemporary China requires to be updated very quickly to meet the research needs in different perspective across the University. 

Journal holdings

The Chinese Collection holds a thousand titles of printed journals focusing on arts and humanities published in China, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Electronic journals are preferred to print, with remote access to titles an increasing feature of study and research practice. Since 2000, the Library subscribes the Chinese Academic Journal full text database (CAJ) in language, literature and philosophy; education and social sciences; law; economic and management. In 2006, the CAJ architecture and engineering was subscribed to meet the teaching and research needs of AB & P. CD-ROM versions and microform of some historical newspapers and journals are available. The Library has subscribed to the Chinese journal and newspaper index database entitled “Quan guo bao kan suo jin su ju ku” indexing Chinese journal and newspaper articles published in China published between 1857 and 1992. In 2007, under the serials review, some Chinese printed journals were cancelled. As a result, a Taiwan Humanities Periodical Services was subscribed. 

The Japanese journals are a fairly small proportion of the collection, comprising approximately 10% of the annual bookvote. Unfortunately, few are available in electronic format, and almost none of these are current versions. CD-ROM versions of some historical newspapers and journals are available. 

Locations

The East Asian collection is principally housed in the East Asian Collection on the 3rd floor of the Baillieu Library. Microfilm is kept in the Microform area in the Baillieu Library. Other material of importance can be found in the Architecture Library, the Law library (including the Asian Law Centre), and the Education Resource Centre. Material is also kept in the Library Store.  90% of all items can be found via the Library catalogue. There are about 10,000 items of Chinese books kept in Library Store not available in the library online catalogue.

Classification

East Asian items housed in the East Asian Collection are classified using the Harvard-Yenching classification system. Chinese and Japanese materials housed outside the East Asian collection are classified according to the parent collection’s classification scheme. This is Dewey in most cases but Moys in the Law library.  In the Library Store Western and East Asian language materials are intershelved, reflecting the nature of the facility as a storage area, not a browsing collection.

Strengths / Intentions

Rare Books

Within the East Asian Collection, there are roughly 10,000 volumes of rare books, 9,000 volumes in Chinese and 1000 volumes in Japanese. The rare items have been catalogued in a “Significance Assessment Report” (2007) which was submitted to the Cultural Collections Committee (attached).

Chinese rare book collection contains 75% of oriental style works dating from 1600s to 1935 focusing on Chinese classical works in the area of history, philology, literature, cong shu (collectanea). The Thomas Chong Collection has medical literature translated from English/Japanese to Chinese, Chinese herbal medicine published between1880 and 1930s and herbal prescription in manuscripts. Other important materials not in book format are scrolls of Chinese painting and calligraphy reprinted from the National Palace Museum, Taipei; in recent years, a set of Chinese magazines entitled Arts and Life (Mei shu sheng huo) published in the 1930s and about 70 manuscripts working diaries made during the Cultural Revolution were added to the collection. A complete set of Shen bao in microform and reprint published from 1884 to1944 in Shanghai was also added the collection in several stages during the 1970s-1990s. The Collection also contains 1000 uncatalogued items donated by Professor Ron Price focusing on education during the Cultural Revolution period.

The Japanese rare book collection contains materials from the Kanto Earthquake of 1923, 20th century restoration reports of temples and shrines, sets of art books, and realia. 

Strengths

The University of Melbourne Library began to collect East Asian language material in 1961.The Chinese collection is one of the best Chinese research collections in Australia outside Canberra. The collection overall comprises 100,000 volumes (of which 10,000 make up the Rare and Historical Materials). Materials in the collection are mainly published after 1950. Material published before 1950 rely heavily on reprints in book format published in Taiwan, Mainland China and Hong Kong, as well as on microforms published in China, the U.S. and Hong Kong and in electronic format. The majority of recent publications are published in China.  There is some unevenness in the collection which means that, although some areas are at research level, the collection as a whole is not. The areas at research level include architecture, language, history of China (from the Ming dynasty onwards), Buddhism and Taoism, Chinese literature, ethnology, local gazetteers, customs and culture, Chinese medicine, reference and bibliographies. Of particular interest to researchers is the strong collection of Chinese microforms and Chinese electronic databases, including e-books in classical contexts (Siku database, Gu jin cong shu ji cheng database) as well as e-journals (CAJ web and THPS).

The Japanese collection consists of approximately 20,000 printed volumes, 10 current journals and 10 titles in microform. There are 5 titles in CD-ROM format. The collection has strengths in popular culture, history (especially 20th century), architecture, linguistics and language teaching, and art. 

Areas needing to be strengthened 
1. China population census and statistical data in electronic form: This area has been improved substantially. The China data online (http://chinadataonline.org/) covers up-to-date China statistical sources is worthwhile to be considered.

2. China local gazetteers: This has been improved substantially. The East Asian Collection is the centre in Australia collecting China local gazetteers in the South Western region. There is no policy in place for funding from the Library to purchase new materials published in this area. Purchase of materials coming from regular annual book vote and special request from the Garlick Fund. As a result there are many gaps in this area.
3. Education of China: This has been improved substantially. Need to build up more materials given the large number of international students studying Education in the University.

4. There is an increase in research in land, water, soil and environment, engineering and medicine of China in the University of Melbourne. There has been no funding to support teaching and research in this area. It is worthwhile to consider the subscription of the CAJ series in related areas. 

Australian content 

The Chinese collection collects Chinese books about Australia, Australian Chinese and Australian literature works translated into Chinese.

The East Asian collection continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs and will build in areas where there is little or no coverage. For Chinese, Areas need to development includes resources in land, water and soil management and environment. For Japanese, areas that do need to continue to be developed include history and popular culture. The collection will change and develop to accommodate new trends and the University's move to the Melbourne Model in 2008 and beyond.

Material not generally collected

All formats are considered. Material is acquired in the formats available, and of most use to the teaching and research needs. In principle English language materials are not collected, but some items are kept for reference purposes.
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