Historical Studies COLLECTION POLICY

Reviewed 2010
Introduction
The Historical Studies Collection serves primarily the needs of the School of Historical Studies for research, teaching and learning at both undergraduate and graduate level. It also forms a significant resource for independent scholars, participants in Lifelong Learning (Community Access Program) and the general public. 
The School of Historical Studies <http://www.historical-studies.unimelb.edu.au/> was formed in 2007 as a component within the Faculty of Arts. It incorporates the study of archaeology, Australian studies, classics, cultural materials conservation, history and Jewish studies.

The School of Historical Studies comprises the Australian Centre, the Department of History, the Centre for Classics and Archaeology, the Centre for Cultural Materials Conservation and the Centre for Jewish History and Culture. 

The School offers both breadth and depth, covering through its subjects a diversity of times, places and themes which reflect the latest developments in historical research and vocational practice. The School further explores multi-disciplinary perspectives on ancient Graeco-Roman, Aegean and Near Eastern civilisations including ancient languages. Through the Australian Centre the School fosters an appreciation and critical examination of Australian society. The Centre for Cultural Materials Conservation investigates new areas and innovative practices in instrumentation and analysis, policy and programs in the area of the preservation of cultural materials.

Target users
· Undergraduate students

· postgraduate and higher degree coursework / research students
· academic staff.  
Departments and centres
· Australian Centre

· Centre for Classics and Archaeology

· Centre for Cultural Materials Conservation

· Centre for Jewish History and Culture

Courses
· Bachelor of Arts

· Masters by Coursework

· Master of International Studies

· Master of Cultural Material Conservation
· Postgraduate Certificates & Diplomas

These courses serve as a bridge between undergraduate work and potential entry to postgraduate research, and may be taken in the areas of study within the School:

History 

Australian Studies 

Classics & Archaeology 

Cultural Material Conservation 

International Studies 

Jewish Studies 
· Research degrees
· Master of Arts by Advanced Seminars and Shorter Thesis

· Master of Arts by thesis only

· Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Research areas
· Archaeology <http://www.cca.unimelb.edu.au/>

· Australian studies <http://www.australian.unimelb.edu.au/>

· Classics <http://www.cca.unimelb.edu.au/>
· Cultural materials conservation <http://www.culturalconservation.unimelb.edu.au/>

· History <http://www.history.unimelb.edu.au/>

· Jewish history and culture <http://www.hebrew.unimelb.edu.au/>

Collection Statement
Undergraduate support:

The general policy for this discipline is to collect at undergraduate level, with the intention of as broad coverage as resources allow.

The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles. Multiple copies are purchased on a need basis. To facilitate access to the collection, electronic versions of texts will be acquired where available 

Postgraduate support:

The general policy for this discipline is to collect to research level, with the intention of as comprehensive a coverage as resources allow. Research level is defined as one where independent research with the published sources can be pursued. 

The Library undertakes to purchase materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff. 

The Library seeks to acquire copies of all materials produced by the School of Historical Studies. 

The Library’s collections are extensive and include not only materials on history, but also historical material. The total collection makes a significant contribution to historical research within Australia.
Special collections

The University of Melbourne Library has been fortunate in attracting very substantial gifts of money and bequests for the acquisition of material focusing on history. The Henry Arthur Pitt Memorial Bequest is entirely devoted to the acquisition of books in history. The John Foster Bequest provides for the development of the research collections in modern Jewish history and modern German history. Several other funds identify history as a focus for purchases, including the Allan R. Henderson Bequest, the William Buckland Foundation Fund, the Alfred Deakin Memorial Fund and the Felix Raab Fund. 
The Library has also received many generous donations in the form of private collections from former staff members of the University, and the general public.  

Special Collections

University of Melbourne Archives - 

The archives form a large collection (approx. 11 kms of records), covering a wide range of areas. Special strengths include the University of Melbourne, and trade union and business documents , with mining company records being a notable feature.

The Map Collection 

The Map Collection in the ERC contains some 140,000 maps and 5,000 atlases and gazetteers, some dating from the Sixteenth Century. Its special strengths are in representations of the Melbourne region, Victoria and Australia.

The Microforms Collection holdings constitute the research depth of the collection for History. The collection includes microform archives and manuscripts, government documents, newspapers, rare books and ephemera from virtually every country in the world.

Special Collections
The Library also has several dozen special collections, collectively housed in the Special Collections Section of the Baillieu Library. These collections comprise an extensive range of material, much of which is rare and/or of historical value. Collections include the following:


The BX Collection holds non-Australian works published before 1870. Special strengths lie in the history and philosophy of science, European voyages, the French Revolution, 18th and 19th century journals, and facsimiles of mediaeval manuscripts.


The AX Collection is made up of Australiana material published before 1900, but also includes many valuable books published later than 1900. This collection includes works of early exploration, natural history, fiction and poetry, early narratives of colonial life, Victorian Parliamentary Papers and Debates, street directories, and journals and newspapers such as The Argus  and Melbourne Punch.

The McLaren Collection comprises works about Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and the Pacific. In addition to books, it has collections of political pamphlets, journals, and ephemera. There is also a large literature section in which an archival copy of every new Australian literary work is placed.

The Communist Party of Australia Collection is a substantial collection of pamphlets, serials, monographs and newspapers. It came mainly from the Victorian Branch of the Communist Party of Australia when it was disbanded in 1990. It contains not only material about the CPA, but also on communist theory and communist regimes around the world. The collection takes up about 160 metres of shelf space.

The Rare Book Room houses printed and manuscript material which for reasons of ‘rarity’, commercial value, unusual format, or historical and bibliographical importance, are not appropriate for unsupervised access. Its collection includes a number of mediaeval manuscripts. The Rare Book Room functions as a museum of the book in that it has many specimens of many of the important printers from the 15th to the 19th century and many of the important books from that period.

The Goodwin Collection of Political Ephemera contains archival material relating to the Communist Party of Australia and to left-wing political groups in the 1960s, 70s and 80s. It was collected by Joan Goodwin who was actively involved in a wide range of political groups over five decades, from the 1940s to 1990s. It is housed in seven archive boxes, two pamphlet boxes and one newspaper case.

The Murray-Smith Collection consists of material dealing with Australian politics, and the peace movement in particular, for the late 1940s and the 1950s. During that period Dr Stephen Murray-Smith was the National Organising Secretary for the Australian Peace Council. Material includes books, pamphlets, periodicals, correspondence and presscuttings. Although Murray-Smith was the founding editor of Overland, the collection does not contain any material relating to Overland. The collection takes up six metres of shelving.

The Bellinghausen-Natouralis Papers is a collection of papers of Vladimir and Rostislav Bellinghausen-Natouralis, great-grandsons of Captain F.F. Bellinhausen, the Antarctic explorer. It consists of correspondence, photographs, prints and ephemera relating to Russians in Australia and amounts to four archive boxes and two flat boxes. 

The Reginald Byrne Papers is an archival collection of materials relating to the Australian Labor Party of New South Wales, between c.1914 and 1940. It includes family correspondence, minute books and proceedings, pamphlets and handbills. Apart from personal correspondence, the collection relates to the Stanmore and Darlinghurst branches of the ALP, with an emphasis on the conscription issue of 1914-18. It includes correspondence with W.A. Holman, Curtin, Chifley, Hughes, Calwell and others.

The Ratzer Papers consists of correspondence, diaries, notebooks, travel documents, cards and photographs is all in Russian. The bulk of it is made up of the diaries of Anna Ratzer, from 1919 to 1926, during the Russian Civil War and exile in Persia. She and her husband emigrated to Australia in 1939. The material is housed in two archive boxes.

The Richard Samuel Collection consists of books (in German), research notes, manuscripts and correspondence. This collection documents the work of Richard Samuel, a former Professor of Germanic Studies at the University, in the areas of Nazi documents, German literature and German studies in Australia. In 1947 Samuel came to Australia from England where he had held academic posts in the UK and translated Nazi documents for the British Foreign Office. The papers in this collection, written mainly in German, are housed in 53 archive boxes. The books, which take up 12 shelving bays, are all literary works.

The A.F. Howells Papers collection of correspondence, manuscripts, photographs, political handbills and ephemera amounts to two archive boxes of material. Arthur ‘Bluey’ Howells (1907-1986) was a labour and peace movement activist in Melbourne and Sydney in the 1920s and 30s. 
He visited Spain in 1938 and served in the RAAF from 1941 to 1945. The material reflects these activities and includes an unpublished memoir of his time spent in the RAAF in Darwin.

The Villiers Collection on Ships and the Sea- contains is some 3,000 titles acquired from the estate of the Australian author and seaman, Alan Villiers (1903-1982).

The Cambridge Collection- covers material relating to the University, Town, and County of Cambridge. It numbers about 1,500 titles published between 1568 and 1996.

The Meanjin Archive consists of correspondence, manuscripts, presscuttings, photographs, and administrative records of the journal Meanjin covering the period 1940 to 1974. It represents virtually every Australian literary identity active in that period, as well as a fair sprinkling of artists, academics, journalists and politicians.

The McPhee Gribble Archive consists of personal and business correspondence, manuscripts, and production, financial, and administrative records  of the independent publishing firm, McPhee-Gribble. It covers the period from 1975 until its takeover by Penguin in 1989. As well as its extensive author correspondence files and manuscripts, the Archive is a complete record of this Australian publishing house. It also contains the records of Sisters Publishing and Bookclub.

The Scripsi Archive of the literary journal, Scripsi, includes correspondence, manuscripts, and administrative and financial records for the period 1981 to 1994. It features most Australian writers 
and poets active in that period, as well as a considerable portion of international ones.

Publishers’ Archives- The Archives of Meanjin, Scripsi and McPhee Gribble are 
held in their entirety.
Formats
No specific format is excluded from the collection. The main types of sources used by the students and researchers in the School of Historical Studies are probably no different from those used by any other researcher in the humanities and Social Sciences.  As well as scholarly treatises (in the original language and in translation), critical works, journal articles, newspapers, and conference papers, the researcher also needs access to archival material and other primary source material (in both paper, video, microform and electronic formats). Material may be acquired in print form or, electronically. The preferred format is digital, when available in a secure manner.
Approval plans

There are two approval plans which cover Historical Studies, one for Australian publications and the other covering mainstream publishers in the UK and North America This is being revamped during 2010, as it is moving from one supplier to another.

Classification

The primary subject areas collected fall in the dewey decimal Classificaiton erage of the 900s, but historical materials may be found over an extended DDC range. Some special collections remain uncatalogued.
Language

Materials are acquired in all relevant languages, the main ones being English and other European languages, East Asian languages, and Arabic. No languages are excluded.
Serials
Serials are selected on the recommendation of academic staff and library staff. The Library user group endorses the selected items. Current journal subscriptions are reviewed annually. Where possible, electronic subscriptions are preferred.

Locations of the collections

· The Baillieu Library (General collection, Special Collections, East Asian Collection, Microforms, Serials, Government Documents, Reference Collection, Rare Books, Print Collection, Buddy)

· The Eastern Resource Centre  (General collection, AB & B Collections, Serials, Reference, Map Collection, Media Collection)

· The University of Melbourne Archives

· The Law Library (Rare books, legislation)

Strengths of the Collection
· Australian history (from 1788)
· British history (from 1485)
· French history (from 1789)
· German-Jewish history (from 1789)
· Reformation Germany
· Renaissance Italy
· Women’s history (especially Australian, North American, and Western European)[image: image1.png]
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