PHYSICS COLLECTION POLICY

Reviewed APRIL 2008
School of Physics
http://physics.unimelb.edu.au/

The School of Physics at the University of Melbourne, Australia, has a distinguished history: it is one of  the oldest and largest physics schools in the country and it enjoys an internationally respected reputation for its research excellence, broad-based undergraduate courses, and challenging and rewarding postgraduate experience 

Target users

The School of Physics offers undergraduate degrees with majors in Physics and Mathematical Physics, postgraduate Masters degrees (by research) and postgraduate PhD degrees (by research). 
Research areas

Advanced Smart Materials & Nanotechnology

Astrophysics & Astronomy

Atomic Physics

Biotechnology & Biophysics

Characterisation & Analysis

Computing

Condensed Matter Physics

Foundations and Philosophy

Instrumentation & Development

Medical & Neurosciences

Optical Physics & Imaging

Origins of the Universe

Theoretical Particle Physics

Quantum Information

X-ray Physics

http://physics.unimelb.edu.au/Research/By-area
Collection Statement
The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles, and materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and recommendations from Postgraduate students.
The literature of physics comprises mainly journals, preprints, encyclopaedias, technical reports, pre-prints, textbooks, monographs in series, annual reviews, conference proceedings, handbooks, computer documentation and databanks, and abstracting and indexing journals. All these types of material are collected and are provided in whatever format is deemed most suitable, eg, print and electronic. 

No forms of material are excluded from the collection.
Collections in Physics are held primarily in two locations: the Baillieu library for undergraduate material and the Physics Research Branch Library. for research materials.  There are also significant holdings of older and historical works in the B and AB research collections at the ERC, as well as holdings in the Chemistry, Eastern Resource Centre, Biomedical, and Mathematics libraries.  
There is no restriction on the purchase of foreign material, although the collection is predominately English language. Historical material, which is acquired in significant quantity, is acquired in original or facsimile editions in any language, not excluding non-Roman scripts.

There are no special methods for the collection of material in physics. The usual methods of purchase, gift and occasionally exchange apply.

The microform collection in the Baillieu Library holds some important sets relevant to the study of Physics, particularly in a historical context: 

Archives for the history of quantum physics (American Philosophical Society 

Landmarks of science. 

Miscellaneous Manuscripts from the Archives of the Royal Society: 

The History of Science: a collection of manuscripts from the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America:

The professional correspondence of Franz Boas. Encompasses over 50,000 items

Departmental video collection: the School maintains a video collection which is used for teaching purposes.

Strengths / Intentions

The Library has a very strong research collection of history and philosophy of science material, with a strong emphasis on physics. There is an extensive monograph collection of retrospective works,  including many 19th century German  and 18th century French works.

High energy physics.  The University of Melbourne School of Physics is the centre for high energy physics in Australia.  The Library supports this endeavour with a level 4 collection.

The research is very interdisciplinary and the researchers have many other collaborators from other universities and outside organisations. There is heavy reliance on informal acquisitions of material from these sources.The Physics Library continues to assist considerably in developing these areas by providing necessary material, books and journals mostly online, to develop the Physics collection at the University of Melbourne and also to support the teaching and research of this subject for the research level students.  as well as maintaining the Physics undergraduate collection in the Baillieu Library..
.
The Library continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs, and will build in areas where there is little or no coverage. 
Material not generally collected

All formats are considered. Material is acquired in the formats available, and of most use to the teaching and research needs. 
