ENGINEERINGateran GibsonD)















































































































  COLLECTION POLICY

Reviewed 2008
Melbourne School of Engineering
http://www.eng.unimelb.edu.au/
Engineering courses have been offered at the University of Melbourne since it was founded in 1855. The Engineering Faculty was the third faculty to be established at the University.   The Faculty of Engineering is divided into seven departments: Biomedical Engineering, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering, Civil and Environmental Engineering, Computer Science and Software Engineering, Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Geomatics, and Mechanical Engineering.

Target users

Undergraduate students, postgraduate and higher degree coursework / research students, and academic staff.  
Research areas
Melbourne Engineering Research Institute (MERIT) supports the school's goal to advance its status as one of the top-ranking engineering schools in the world. MERIT provides vision, leadership and support for our research activities by focusing efforts on problems of global importance, increasing multidisciplinary opportunities and significantly expanding our partnerships with industry across four research themes:
· Biomedical Engineering - in support of medicine and health; 

· Information and Communication Systems - what underpins the future of information sharing, collaboration, education and business; 

· Structured Matter - the role modern materials play in our world; 

· Sustainable Systems - the future of water, energy and the environment for our society. 

http://www.merit.unimelb.edu.au/
Collection Statement
The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles, and materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff.  

Currency of the collection
Currency of material is vital to this subject area as rapid and continuing developments in the field mean texts quickly become obsolete.  In recent years library staff have focused on weeding the collection of older texts and replacing them with current editions. 
Journals

Engineering relies heavily on journal literature, with 75% of its annual materials vote allocation being spent on serial subscriptions.  Electronic journals are preferred to print, with remote access to titles an increasing feature of study and research practice.  Access to large databases such as IEEE Xplore, INSPEC, ENGnetBASE continues to grow.
Ebooks
Engineering as a discipline is well serviced by the publication of ebooks, and the library purchases these wherever possible.  Ebook databases such as Knovel and Safari provide students, academic staff and researchers with thousands of additional titles, titles that would be impossible to purchase in hard copy within current physical space (and monetary) constraints.   Ebooks will continue to be an important part of the Engineering Library collection.
Physical Location

Collections to support the teaching and research activities of the Melbourne School of Engineering will be housed both on the Parkville campus and elsewhere.  Undergraduate and high use materials will be located in the Eastern Resource Centre from 2008.  Lower use materials including monographs, journals, conference proceedings and reports will be located at the University of Melbourne Library Store.  Materials located off-campus can be requested via the catalogued and are delivered to the Parkville with a standard turn around time of 24 to 48 hours.
Strengths / Intentions

The library also holds a unique collection of older engineering which are highly valued and used by researchers in the field.  These include The Engineer 1867 to date, and Engineering back to 1866 to date.  Due to space constraints, only the current 5 years are kept on campus and earlier editions are located at the University of Melbourne Library Store.  However, these earlier volumes can be requested.
The Library continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs and will build in areas where there is little or no coverage.

