SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Closed-access Research Collections Policy 

(‘AX’, ‘BX’, ‘Rare Books’)

2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

The ‘AX’ (Australiana) and ‘BX’ (non-Australian) collections are the core of Special Collections. They comprise material withdrawn from the open shelves on the basis of its age, monetary value, or vulnerability to theft or damage, and rare items purchased out of Library acquisition funds specifically for inclusion in Special Collections. In general, pre-1901 Australian publications and pre-1881 overseas publications are located in AX/BX. A number of ‘formed collections’ acquired by purchase or donation have also been dispersed through AX and BX: these include the material obtained through the bequest of George McArthur in 1903.

Retrospective conversion of the AX collection was completed in 2003; work on the BX collection commenced in 2004 and is still ongoing.

The separate Rare Book Room and English Room also form part of the Special Collections. A very large proportion of the books held in these two rooms was donated by Dr. J. Orde Poynton, whose gifts to the Library, over the period 1959 to 1998, total some 15,000 books and 3,700 prints and drawings. The Print Collection is treated in a separate document, but this collection and the Rare Book Collections mutually enhance one another. Other material in these rooms has been acquired predominantly through the Pendlebury bequest, from the collection of George McArthur, and from purchases made by the Friends of the Baillieu Library. The terms of the Pendlebury Bequest specify that books bought with its funds should be housed in a special section of the Library. It was decided at the time of the bequest that the Rare Book Room and the English Room would fit these criteria; the need to satisfy the conditions of the Pendlebury Bequest is now the principal reason for maintaining these rooms as distinct entities within Special Collections.

Strengths / Intentions

The over-arching aim is to develop the existing strengths of Special Collections in line with developments in the teaching and research programs of the University. In general, priority is given to acquiring material that is relevant to current teaching or research, enhances an existing strength of the Library’s collections, and – in the case of extremely expensive items – is not held in other publicly accessible collections in Melbourne.

Purchases through the Pendlebury Fund are in the areas of 18th and 19th century British and European topography, colour plate books and books of engravings, social history and belles lettres.
Policies for specific subject areas are discussed under separate headings, below.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Australian Government Publications Collection Policy

2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers. Material in this area is also heavily used by undergraduate students.

Collection Statement

Special Collections has strong holdings of early Victorian government publications (Hansards, parliamentary papers, legislation, and government gazettes) and sets of the proceedings of the Federal Council of Australasia and the debates leading up to Federation in 1901 (see separate policy under ‘Politics’). Also held are substantial sets of early New South Wales and Tasmanian material, and more fragmentary holdings from other states and New Zealand.

A particularly valuable research resource is the collection of unbound Victorian parliamentary papers in the McLaren Collection; these are arranged into subject areas, and can greatly facilitate searches for official reports.

Strengths / Intentions

Retrospective development of the Library’s holdings of government publications is not a current priority. Consideration may be given to acquiring early colonial (pre-1850) Australian or New Zealand material not held by the State Library of Victoria or the Victorian Parliamentary Library; or reports of official exploring expeditions (or other notable events) that significantly enhance our existing subject strengths.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Aboriginal History and Anthropology Collection Policy

2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers. Material (particularly government documents and newspapers) in this subject area is also heavily used by undergraduate history students.

Collection Statement

Aboriginal History and Anthropology is well represented in our Australiana collections. In particular, the McLaren Collection has substantial holdings in this area. Some of the unusually scarce and valuable items held include:

 L.E. Threlkeld, Specimens of a dialect of the Aborigines of New South Wales: being the first attempt to form their speech into a written language, [1827];
 Rev. Christopher Eipper, Statement of the origin, condition, and prospects of the German Mission to the Aborigines at Moreton Bay, 1841;
 Album of the Kings and Queens of Victoria, c.1890 which provides eight photographic portraits of aborigines with name and tribe printed beneath each;
 Robert Porter, A Historical Story: Eumalga or the White Chief, n.d. – a very rare story of a convict who escaped and joined an Aboriginal tribe.

 William Russell, My recollections, 1914 – the first autobiographical work by an Aboriginal Australian.

Strengths / Intentions

Nineteenth and early-to-mid twentieth century printed material is actively sought to build on existing strengths in this area. 

Material not generally collected

Acquisition of post-1950 publications, by purchase or donation, is highly selective: in general, post-1950 material must be of interest to other disciplines, and meet the standard criteria for inclusion in Special Collections – high monetary value, difficulty of obtaining replacement copies, unusual vulnerability to theft or damage.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Australian & New Zealand Literature Collection Policy

2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers. Material in this area is also heavily used by undergraduates in literature and cultural studies.

Collection Statement

Australian & New Zealand Literature is one of our most significant subject strengths. The McLaren Collection, in particular, is exceptionally rich in fiction, poetry, drama, and literary magazines, with particular strengths in the works of 19th century writers such as ‘Rolf Boldrewood’, Marcus Clarke, C.J. Dennis, Adam Lindsay Gordon, Nat Gould, Henry Kendall, Henry Lawson, and A.B. Paterson, as well as some extremely rare literary periodicals – notably Laughing Jackass (Sydney, 6 Dec 1867–28 Feb 1868) and the Tasmanian Monthly Magazine (Hobart, Sept 1853). The Meanjin Collection includes review and association copies of Australian literary works from the 1940s to the 1970s. The Joyce Thorpe Nicholson Collection consists of books by and about Australian women, including such notable works as Anna Maria Bunn, The guardian: a tale, by an Australian (1838), the first novel by an Australian woman, and the first work of fiction published on the Australian mainland. The Romance Fiction Collection and the Taylor Collection (Australian ‘pulps’ and paperbacks 1940s-1970s) give us exceptionally rich resources for the study of mass-market publishing.

Strengths / Intentions

First and other significant editions of new Australian literary works are acquired selectively. New scholarly editions (e.g. the Academy Editions series) are acquired on publication. First and other significant editions of older works are acquired selectively through antiquarian booksellers. Significant editions of New Zealand literary works are acquired selectively to fill gaps in the existing collection: no effort is made to maintain a collection of current New Zealand writing.


The ‘significance’ of any given edition must ultimately be determined on a case-by-case basis by the Curator. Examples of ‘significant editions’ include the 1875 London edition of Marcus Clarke’s His natural life (this edition of the work established Clarke’s international reputation), the Virago edition of ‘M. Barnard Eldershaw’, Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow (restoring the passages cut by the wartime censor), and the Wayzgoose Press edition of The Van Diemen’s Land warriors (a notable example of the work of this fine Australian private press). Literary works are acquired for their artifactual as well as textual value: for example, the early Australian yellowbacks in the McLaren Collection and the mid-20th century ‘pulp’ in the Taylor Collection are significant as examples of popular publishing and cover art.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
New Zealand Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

The ‘Australiana’ collections include notable strengths in New Zealand material. The McLaren Collection holds New Zealand material in the following areas:

 Literary works (Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Periodicals)

 Publications of the Caxton Press (Christchurch)

 Non-fiction works about New Zealand, including general history, militaria, crime and politics

The Meanjin Collection includes many New Zealand literary works – Meanjin has had a long-standing close relationship with the New Zealand literary journal Landfall. The Romance Fiction Collection includes the work of New Zealand writers. The AX Collection includes a range of early New Zealand material, including a Maori-language almanac of curious provenance; and the general strength of the ‘Australiana’ collections in Pacific voyage material (notably Cook) is as relevant to New Zealand studies as it is to Australia.

Strengths / Intentions

Material is acquired selectively to build on existing collection strengths, predominantly in the 19th and early 20th century. No effort is made to maintain a collection of contemporary New Zealand writing.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Australian Politics and Religion Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

Australian political life is richly represented in the University’s collections. Notably, the University Archives is one of Australia’s major repositories of Trade Union records. Within Special Collections, there are major strengths in the Communist Party of Australia Collection, the McLaren Collection ‘Politics’ and ‘Federation’ sections, with other relevant material in the Joyce Thorpe Nicholson, AX and Meanjin collections.


The McLaren Collection ‘Politics’ section comprises approximately 1000 items, ranging across economics, trade, industrial development and political theory relating to Australia, as well as a very large collection of political pamphlets. The McLaren ‘Federation’ section has some 350 titles, with a particular strength in ephemeral material – dinner invitations, souvenirs, etc. It also contains official records such as the proceedings of the various conferences leading up to Federation.

The Communist Party of Australia Collection is a large collection of pamphlets acquired from the Victorian Branch of the C.P.A. The Australian publications range from Australian imprints of foreign authors, trade union publications, C.P.A. publications, sections devoted to individuals such as Jack Lindsay and Rupert Lockwood, Peace Movements, Women, Vietnam, etc.; as well as approximately 100 Australian periodical titles. The University Archives holds the records of the Victorian Branch of the C.P.A.; and the McLaren and C.P.A. collections together comprise one of the largest and most comprehensive collections of Australian Communist material.

The Joyce Thorpe Nicholson Collection includes much material relating to campaigns for women’s rights.


Other related areas include the McLaren Collection 'Militaria' and 'Theology' sections. McLaren Militaria comprises approximately 1100 items relating to Australian and New Zealand participation in the Sudan (1880s), the Boer War, the First and Second World Wars, Korea (1950s), and Vietnam (1960s-70s). A particular feature is the strong emphasis on regimental histories and ephemeral material: this material is supplemented by holdings in other collections, e.g. AX has newspapers and magazines published on board troopships during the First World War (notably Kangaroo out of his element, printed on linen, October 1914), and an extensive set of maps and reports produced by the Allied Geographical Section, Southwest Pacific Area, during the Second World War.


McLaren Theology includes material relating to the role of the churches in Australia, church institutions and religious histories. In addition, there is an extensive collection of pamphlet material.

Strengths / Intentions

Items to supplement existing strengths may be acquired as they become available. However, further development of this area is not a high priority.

Material not generally collected

In general, our holdings in religious history are not being actively developed. Pamphlets and ephemera may be acquired, by purchase or donation, to complement existing holdings. 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Publishing History Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

Between them, the University Archives and Special Collections hold ‘archival’ sets of the output of several small publishers.  Special Collections includes the Melbourne University Press Collection (an archival collection of MUP publications – established in 1922, MUP was Australia’s first university press) and the Hawthorn Press Collection (which, although lacking some early material, is a substantially complete record of the output of this press; the McLaren Collection also includes substantial holdings of Hawthorn Press publications).  The Joyce Thorpe Nicholson Collection includes Thorpe Nicholson’s copies of D.W. Thorpe publications, including a set of the Australian bookseller & publisher and its predecessors from 1921 to 1986 – a key resource for Australian book trade history.  The McLaren Collection includes over 680 titles – and a large quantity of ephemera – published by the Caxton Press in Christchurch: this press, established in the 1930s, played a leading role in fostering New Zealand literature, particularly poetry.  The Taylor Collection is built around publishers rather than authors, and is strongly representative of the output of the major firms – e.g. Horwitz and Cleveland – as well as several minor publishers.

See also ‘Fine Printing and Private Presses’

Strengths / Intentions

MUP deposits a copy of all new MUP and Miegunyah publications for addition to the Melbourne University Press Collection.  Older MUP material not already held is acquired when available, as are Hawthorn Press and Caxton Press publications.  Australian and New Zealand romance titles are added to the Romance Fiction Collection on publication; Australian pulps are acquired to complement the Taylor Collection; however, as with ‘Australian Literature’ generally, building our holdings of the output of particular publishers is a secondary consideration.

Material not generally collected

In general, the representation of particular publishers in Special Collections is a side-effect of acquisition for other reasons – e.g. a strong collection of nineteenth-century Australian fiction will by default include a strong collection of books published by George Robertson of Melbourne.  Material is not generally sought to complete our holdings of specific publishers: the major exception to this rule is in the area of ‘fine printing’ as distinct from ‘publishing’ – the Private Press material (Kelmscott, Golden Cockerel, Doves, etc.) held in the Rare Book Room.  The Hawthorn Press and Caxton Press collections are understood to be substantially complete and are not being actively developed.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Crime, Convicts and the Legal System Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

Our holdings in this area are of national significance. The McLaren Collection ‘Crime’ section includes literature on the transportation of convicts and political prisoners, such as the Scottish Martyrs, Irish Exiles and Canadian Exiles to Australia; items relating to these areas are also held in other parts of Special Collections, notably AX, BX, Grimwade and Meanjin. Taken together, this material constitutes a major research resource. McLaren’s ‘Crime–Australia’ section includes a large quantity of material on bushrangers in general and Ned Kelly in particular: a copy of a University of Melbourne Master of Library and Information Studies thesis, by Wayne D. Vargo entitled Ned Kelly in the McLaren Collection; an annotated bibliography. (1995) is held in SpC REF. Some of the exceptionally rare items in the McLaren Collection are:

 The trial of James George Semple : The Northern Imposter 1786 – held only by the Mitchell Library and the National Library of Australia.

 Barrington’s New London Spy for 1808 – from the thriving pseudo-Barrington literature, is only represented otherwise in an imperfect copy in the Mitchell Library which lacks the coloured frontispiece.

 An attack on injustice within the Law, the penal system and transportation to Botany Bay, Sir Richard Phillips’s A Letter to the Livery of London, 1808 – a copy of which is also located in the Mitchell Library.

 The McLaren copy of P. Laurie’s Prison Discipline and Secondary Punishments, 1837 –contains evidence of the efficacy of transportation to Australia as a deterrent and is the only copy held by an Australian library.

 Copy of a letter addressed to James Blackhouse and George W. Walker by a Convict confined on Goat Island, Port Jackson, New South Wales, 1838 – is a rare American imprint of an early convict pamphlet.

 Reward! Fifty Sovereigns and a conditional pardon for Martin Cash and two other convict escapees from Port Arthur, issued by the Van Diemen’s Land Police Department and published in 1843 – a broadside whose only other location is the Queen Victoria Museum, Launceston

 Leon Ducharme, Journal d’un exile politique and Terres Australes, 1845 – provides a rare and interesting account of the experiences of French-Canadian prisoners sent to New South Wales at the close of the Canadian rebellion of 1837-8

Strengths / Intentions

Priority is given to acquiring items that complement our existing holdings, and are not held by the State Library of Victoria.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Voyages and Travels Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

The Library’s Special Collections provide a significant research resource in material relating to European exploration of Australia and the Pacific. The voyages of James Cook are a particular strength, including such items as:

 A Catalogue of the different specimens of cloth collected in the three voyages of Captain Cook to the Southern Hemisphere. (1787) – in which the actual specimens of tapa cloth are preserved.

 John Webber, Views in the South Seas (1808) – which has been described as the most beautiful English colourplate book on the Pacific.

We also have exceptional holdings of material relating to Bligh and the Bounty – including the court-martials and a fictitious account The Voyages and Travels of Fletcher Christian (1798) – and to French voyages in the Pacific, notably:

 Péron, Voyage de decouvertes aux Terres Australis...sur les corvettes le Géographe, le Naturaliste, et la goelette le Casuarina 1807-16;
 Dumont d’Urville, Voyage au pole sud (1841-55);
 Jacques Labillardiére, Relation du Voyage á la Recherche de la Persouse (1800).
Other Pacific material includes imaginary voyages, shipwreck narratives, literary works by writers such as Louis Becke and Beatrice Grimshaw, and works by and about missionaries. We also have extensive holdings of accounts of visitors to Australia and Australian travellers to other countries: the McLaren Collection ‘Traveller’s Tales’ section alone comprises some 410 titles.

Non-Australian voyages and travels are scattered through BX (500s and 900s) as well as the Villiers Collection, and the Rare Book Room. One item of particular note in BX is Joseph Pitts, A faithful account of the religion and manners of the Mahometans (4th ed., 1738) – Pitts (ca.1662-ca.1735) was the first Englishman to visit Mecca. The library of the late novelist and writer Alan Villiers (approx 3000 volumes dealing with ships and the sea) was presented to the Library by the Potter Foundation in 1982, at which time the Library undertook to continue to add to it.

Strengths / Intentions

Material that complements our existing holdings is acquired. Priority is given to items not held by the State Library of Victoria. 18th and 19th century travel accounts are actively collected, supported by extensive reprint and microform holdings in the general collection and early maps and atlases in the BX and Map Collections. Material is acquired in original editions in major European languages in areas of specific interest to the University community. Scientific voyages are an area of special interest.

The Villiers Collection is the subject of a detailed collection policy statement which can be examined on request. In summary: material is acquired by gift or purchase, with rare material being housed with the Villiers Collection, and other material in the open access collections.  Development of the Villiers Collection focuses on material in all languages dealing with the Pacific from the 17th to 19th century, including voyages, seamanship and navigation, naval architecture to 1890, naval warfare and tactics to 1815, biography and memoirs.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Early Australian Plate Books Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

Our Special Collections contain some of the most outstanding works of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries which depict the natural history and topography of Australia. One of the major features of the Grimwade Collection, apart from Voyages, is the collection of illustrated viewbooks of early Australia, including:

 John Heaviside Clark, Field Sports & c & c (1813) – an outstanding aquatint book of the early nineteenth century;
 Joseph Lycett, Views in Australia, or New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land Delineated (1824-25) – described as the finest Australian plate book;
 James Maclehose, The Picture of Sydney; and Strangers Guide in New South Wales (1839) – published as a guidebook (the first of its type), it is an important pictorial record of Sydney in the 1830s;
 John Skinner Prout, Sydney Illustrated and Tasmania Illustrated (1844) – described by Bernard Smith as “the finest itinerant painter in the colonies whose work ceases to be dominated by the requirements of topographical accuracy”;
 George French Angas, South Australia Illustrated (1847) – one of the most famous romantic interpretations of the Australian landscape in a colourplate book;
 Harden S. Melville, Sketches in Australia and the Adjacent Islands (1849) – a collection of lithographed views of scenes recorded during the surveying voyage of HMS Fly and Bramble between 1842 and 1846;
 Fredrick Terry, Landscape Scenery , Illustrating Sydney, Paramatta...(1855).  The Melbourne Album, published by Charles Troedel in 1863, has been described as perhaps the finest work of urban topography produced in Australia in the nineteenth century. The lithographs are the work of a number of artists, including Nicholas Chevalier and Eugene von Guerard.

The McLaren Collection holds a copy of a rare volume of chromolithographed views by Robert Wendel:

 New South Wales Album, also published by Charles Troedel [1878] – this issue includes “The History of New South Wales”, interleaved with 12 leaves of advertisements.

See also ‘Fine plate books (non-Australian)’. 
Strengths / Intentions

Priority is given to acquiring items that will complement our existing holdings and are not held by the State Library of Victoria.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Fine Plate Books (Non-Australian) Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff.

Collection Statement

Special Collections, in particular the Rare Books Room, holds many books with fine plates, including: books produced by the great early nineteenth-century London printer Rudolph Ackermann (the bulk of this material was donated by Dr Orde Poynton); numerous fine natural history books; and editions of the Classics with fine illustrations. The collection is particularly rich in extra-illustrated books, that is, books which have had illustrations added from other sources (original prints, manuscripts etc., even original works of art on occasion). The fine plate books cover many subject areas, with topography and natural history being particularly strongly represented. The Fine Plate books are significant not only for the subject matter of their illustrations, but equally as much for the production techniques which are studied, particularly in Fine Arts, but also in history. For example, the near-complete set of Piranesi prints is used not only by Fine Arts students, but also for the history course on Renaissance Italy and for research into that area. The collection of extra-illustrated books has very close links to subject areas within the Print collection, in particular 18th century English art (Hogarth etc.).

Strengths / Intentions

Fine illustrated books that support current teaching and research programs, and complement existing collection strengths, are actively sought. For example James Wallis’s Historical account of the colony of New South Wales (1821) was acquired primarily for its Australiana significance, but it also develops our strength in Ackermann publications.  The George and Ivy Pendlebury Bequest is appropriate for funding additions to this collection. 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
University (UM) Collection - Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

The UM Collection was established as a ‘deposit collection’ of University publications. It comprises several thousand items, including official publications such as annual reports, University calendars and Faculty handbooks, as well as books and journals published out of University departments, and student newspapers.

Particular ‘treasures’ include the first, printed, catalogues of the University Library, produced by London bookseller J.J. Guillaume, 1856-1864, and nineteenth- and early-twentieth century student magazines, including material from the affiliated colleges.

The maintenance of deposit arrangements, in particular with small and frequently re-structured departments and with student bodies subject to regular changes of administration, is the major challenge facing the UM Collection.

Strengths / Intentions

In general, our aim is a comprehensive collection of material published by the University, and by bodies associated with it, that are eligible for an ISBN or ISSN. That is, we seek to acquire by deposit copies of all monographs, academic journals, and student magazines and newspapers published out of University departments, student organisations, and affiliated colleges.

Non-print (audio-visual) material, including cd-roms, is added selectively.  The primary disincentive to taking a more active approach to collection-building in this area is the lack of facilities in the Archives & Special Collections Reading Room for access to such material.

Material not generally collected

1. Ephemera: Ephemeral material (leaflets, handbills, posters) are collected on a ‘sample only’ basis.

2. Melbourne authors: Works written or composed by members of University staff are not generally added to the UM Collection unless some part of the University was directly involved in publication: UM does not seek to be a ‘Melbourne Authors’ collection.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
Thesis Collection - Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers. This collection is also heavily used by undergraduate students.

Collection Statement

The Thesis Collection includes all theses submitted in fulfillment (partial or complete) of the requirements for the award of higher degrees at the University of Melbourne. It comprises approximately 20,000 items, presently (2008) stored in two locations: theses more than ten year’s old are stored in the University of Melbourne’s area in the CARM Store, Bundoora; theses less than ten year’s old are stored onsite in the 3rd floor Special Collections stacks in the Baillieu Library. This split was devised for reasons of space, and reflects patterns of reader demand: more recent theses are located nearest to the Archives & Special Collections Reading Room because they are, in general, the most heavily used.

Theses consistently account for between one quarter and one third of the items issued into the Archives & Special Collections Reading Room. The Thesis Collection is presently growing at between 700 and 800 items per year; given the large size of many theses, the rapid expansion of this collection presents an on-going challenge for the management of collection storage space. 

Strengths / Intentions

All University of Melbourne higher degree (Masters and Doctoral) theses are acquired by deposit.

Material not generally collected

Theses, or extended research projects, produced as part of undergraduate degree and graduate diploma programs are not deposited in the Thesis Collection.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS COLLECTION POLICY

Children’s Books Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

The McLaren Collection contains approximately 5000 children’s books relating to New Zealand, the Pacific and Antarctica, as well as a collection of Whitcombe’s storybooks. 

The Morgan Collection (approx. 4000 volumes) consists mainly of English children’s books, mostly published before 1900. It also includes some European, American and Australian material. The collection is based on that donated by Mr. Frederick Morgan in 1954 and is being actively developed. The Kingston Collection (a virtually complete set of novels by W.H.G. Kingston) forms an adjunct to the Morgan Collection. The collection is now fully catalogued on the on-line catalogue.

The School Fiction Collection (2000 titles), is based on the collection purchased from author, bookseller and collector Timothy d’Arch Smith. It consists largely of boys’ English public school fiction, annuals, series such as Nelson Lee, and some ephemeral material; there is a smaller, although important, number of girls’ novels, annuals and historical titles.

Strengths / Intentions

Because of the strengths of the State Library of Victoria’s holdings in Australian children’s books (principally in the Ken Pound Collection), purchases in this area are extremely selective – designed to complete holdings of major authors, such as the Outhwaites, whose works are of interest to other disciplines as well as the study of children’s literature. Donations of material in good condition not already held are, however, accepted.

Non-Australian material is acquired with a view to developing existing strengths in exceptionally rare material (e.g. chapbooks). Facsimiles of major works are purchased to protect originals held in the collection (e.g. Sarah Fielding, The Governess – we have one of the few extant copies and also a facsimile which may be issued to users for most purposes). Novels and annuals are purchased for the School Fiction Collection and donations are accepted. Newly-acquired critical and historical material is placed in the general collections.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Natural History Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

Natural History, and in particular Australian natural history, is a notable strength in our Special Collections. We have been fortunate in attracting donations of some of the most outstanding illustrated works of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, depicting the flora and fauna of Australia, during a period of unprecedented cooperation between science and art. Judicious purchases have also added to the collection. We have complete runs of scientific journals of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such as Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London and the Transactions of the Linnean Society (which includes some beautiful coloured plates of Australian flora and fauna). The Howitt Collection, an early donation, is devoted to works on Entomology, particularly Australian entomology and includes Edward Donovan’s An Epitome of the Natural History of the Insects of New Holland (1805), another copy of which is located in the Grimwade Collection. The Ducker Collection contains many illustrated works on marine botany and zoology. The Morgan Collection of Children’s Books includes beautifully illustrated juvenile natural history material. Some other highlights are:

 Daniel Solander, The Catalogue of the Portland Museum, 1786 – lists many natural history objects of Australian interest (Solander was a scientist on Cook’s first voyage);
 The Naturalist’s Miscellany (first published 1790) – includes coloured illustrations of many Australian birds, animals and plants;
 C.P. Thunberg’s doctoral dissertation, Fauna Nova Hollandiae, [1823];
 John Lindley, A Sketch of the vegetation of the Swan River Colony, 1840;
 Thomas Adcock, Catalogue of Plants, Forest Trees, Ornamental Shrubs, by a Geelong nurseryman, published in 1863 – no other Australian location has been found for this title;
 J.W. Lewin, A Natural History of the Birds of New South Wales, London, (1822);
 Gould, Birds of Australia, (1842-1869);
 Broinowski, Birds of Australia, (1890);
 Mathews, The Birds of Australia and The Birds of Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands London, (1910-1936);
 Lewin, Natural History of the Lepidopterous Insects of New South Wales (1822);
 Smith, Specimen of the Botany of New Holland (1793);
 Sweet, Flora Australasica (1827-28).
Our holdings of non-Australian botanical works are rich in 18th century titles, especially in the area of gardening. Much of this material was relocated from the Botany Branch Library. There are also numerous herbals, and full runs of periodicals such as Curtis’ Botanical Magazine and the Naturalist’s Miscellany
See also ‘History and Philosophy of Science’

Strengths / Intentions

Priority is given to acquiring items that will complement our existing holdings and are not held by the State Library of Victoria. There is increasing interest in garden history, and this aspect of our botanical holdings is being actively developed.
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Greek and Roman Classics Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, university promotional activities.

Collection Statement

A collection of original editions of Greek and Roman classics and representative examples of the work of early printers. The emphasis is on fine state, preferably fine bindings. The collection contains 32 incunabula (books printed before 1501, the earliest one being St. Augustine, De Arte Praedicandi, Strassburg: Johannes Mentelin, 1466), and several hundred 16th century books.

Their significance is in the history of printing, publishing and illustration as well as in the history of editions of the Greek and Roman classics. Many of these books are in fine bindings and from outstanding and famous libraries and will therefore also sustain research into bookbinding history, library history (especially of private libraries) and book collecting history and biography. The collection has relevance to staff research in Classics, English, History and Fine Arts, and to courses taught within these departments. The ambience of the Rare Book Room, with its wooden shelves and preponderance of fine, antique bindings, also makes it the location of choice for all manner of “photo opportunities”: the room has been featured in such diverse places as a University Bookshop advertisement, ABC-TV’s Stateline program, and several commercially released movies.

Strengths / Intentions

The Rare Book Room functions as a “museum of the book” in that it has specimens of many of the important printers from the 15th to the 19th century and many of the important books from that period; many of these are represented in editions of the Greek and Roman Classics.  Collection Development in the area of the Classics emphasises the “Fine Art” aspects of book production – illustration, fine printing, bookbinding – rather than Classical scholarship. In this respect, the George and Ivy Pendlebury Bequest is appropriate for funding additions to this collection. 

As the Library already holds most of the classics from the library of the First Duke of Malmesbury, it will consider opportunities to acquire other parts of that library or material relating to the Duke’s father, James Harris, who collected the books.
 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Fine Printing and Private Presses Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff.

Collection Statement

The Private Press Collection builds on the donation of Dr. Orde Poynton. We are particularly strong in our holdings of publications of the Strawberry Hill Press, Golden Cockerel Press, Kelmscott Press, Ashendene Press, Doves Press, Eragny Press; and Book Club of California.

Strawberry Hill Press was the press of Horace Walpole in his Gothic villa Strawberry Hill. The press operated 1757-1797. Although the Library only holds 5 of the 34 titles printed, this is significant both because of the rarity of these books and because they form part of extensive holdings about Horace Walpole and his circle.

The holdings of the Kelmscott Press (founded by William Morris and operating from 1891-1898) are complete as far as titles are concerned. Many titles are held in several copies with important individual features. A significant collection of other material relating to William Morris is held in the English Room. The Kelmscott Press collection is used by research and teaching staff in the departments of Fine Arts and English, most recently in Curatorial Studies and studies of Victorian and Edwardian Art and studies in the art of the Victorian Period from the Fine Arts Department.

The holdings of the Golden Cockerel Press (214 titles printed between 1921 and 1976) have been completed as far as titles are concerned. The collection might be further developed with prospectuses and special copies of some individual books. 

The Book Club of California Collection was purchased by the Baillieu Library in 1999 from the collection of John Gartner (1914-1998), proprietor of the Hawthorn Press (for which see under ‘Publishing History’). Gartner was comprehensive in his approach, collecting not only the books published by the Club (209 volumes), but also ephemera, such as the prospectuses, invitations to Book Club events, pamphlets describing the aims and activities of the Club and quarterly newsletters.
Publications by the London firm of William Pickering and his successors (1820-1900), although not strictly ‘private press’, should also be noted here as they represent the finest commercial book production of the period. 47 titles of Pickering imprints are scattered throughout the English Room and Rare Book Room: many are important editions of works which are included in the collection for subject reasons. They are mostly donated by Dr. Poynton, but this collection is being built on.

See also ‘Publishing History’

Strengths / Intentions

The Library is actively seeking to complete its holdings of Ashendene, Doves, and Eragny publications, and will consider opportunities to deepen its holdings of other presses – e.g. Kelmscott and Golden Cockerel ephemera. Development of our holdings of fine Australian presses is a priority.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Medieval Manuscripts Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, university promotional activities.

Collection Statement

The Library’s holdings of original medieval manuscripts are quite limited. The most substantial item is the Sarum Breviary (ca.1350), a fine illuminated manuscript. Other material held is generally fragmentary and unimpressive in nature.

About 250 volumes of fine facsimiles are scattered over a large number of Dewey classes in the BX Collection. Areas particularly strongly covered are illuminated manuscripts of the medieval period –- a list has been prepared to assist in locating these volumes which are scattered throughout the collection. These facsimiles are used intensively by the Departments of Fine Arts, English and History for undergraduate teaching programs.

Strengths / Intentions

The Library continues to acquire facsimiles selectively, based on the research demands of the academic staff. The Friends of the Baillieu Library have been especially generous in their support of this collection. 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

English and European Literature Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff.

Collection Statement

Special Collections is particularly strong in English literature from the second half of the 18th century and the first half of the 19th century. Our holdings are rather more piecemeal for other periods, however a considerable number of significant works are held.

The English Room contains several separate sub-collections (mostly donated by Dr Orde Poynton); these collections are currently being catalogued. Notable authors represented are:

Sir Walter Scott (3800 vols): Anything published by or about, or associated with Scott up to his death in 1832. Significant later editions are also included. The collection is of international significance, including, for example, 5 or more copies of the first edition of each of the 23 Waverley novels, some in their original boards as issued, others in fine bindings, as well as 8 variant first editions of Waverley itself.

Lord Byron (800 vols): Editions of works published before Byron’s death in 1824 including imitations and piracies as well as significant later editions and works.

Laurence Sterne (550 volumes): Editions of works published before Sterne’s death in 1768 including imitations and piracies as well as significant later editions and works.

Oliver Goldsmith (250 volumes): Editions of Goldsmith’s Vicar of Wakefield with a few significant editions of his more substantial other works.

James Boswell/Samuel Johnson (550 volumes): Editions of Boswell’s Life of Johnson published during Boswell’s lifetime, as well as selected later editions; some editions of other works by Johnson. The collection needs only a couple of elusive early editions to complete the Library’s holdings of the early editions of Boswell’s Life of Johnson..

T. F. Dibdin (35 volumes): Most significant works by Dibdin are held. Dibdin was in many ways a “model collector”. His work on the Classics (housed in the Rare Book Room)  forms a framework for the Poynton Classics collection.

Robert Burns (700 volumes): The core of this collection came from the McArthur bequest; other items have been retrieved from the general stack in variable condition. 

Hugh Walpole (200 volumes): Complete apart from ephemera; also contains a number of “association” copies and the very rare first edition of The Dark Forest.

The Bald Collection (approx 200 volumes) includes significant editions of English Romantic poets, particularly Coleridge, and 17th century English poets, particularly John Donne. This collection formed the working library of Professor R.C. Bald, a graduate of this university who was Professor in English at the University of Chicago from 1952 until his death in 1965.

In the Rare Book Room is a complete set of the Trianon Press facsimiles of the works of William Blake, along with a number of other fine Blake facsimiles. This collection supports research and courses on Blake and Romanticism in the English Department.

The BX Collection is also strong in German, French and Italian literature. Our Italian material includes some1000 plays published between 1700 and 1900. Our French holdings include more than 2000 19th-century plays: this collection complements the strong holdings in 18th century French drama in the National Library of Australia. Because of the importance of the theatre in 19th century France, this collection of mostly little known dramatists is of significance for historical as well as for literary studies. 

Strengths / Intentions

The Library continues to acquire selectively in this. Material that supports current teaching and research programs, and complements existing strengths, will be acquired.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

British and European History Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Undergraduate and postgraduate students, academic staff.

Collection Statement

The Library’s Special Collections are generally strong in European history, with particular emphasis on specific periods of French, British and Italian history.

The French Revolution and its aftermath are active teaching areas in the History Department. Material in the Rare Books and BX collections includes pamphlets, monographs, almanacs and newspapers. There is a particular strength in political material and in the architecture and town planning of the later period. The Brecy Music Collection (600 scores and books) greatly enhances the value of the collection for study and research.

Our holdings in British history emphasise the Tudor and Stuart periods (16th-17th centuries). We also have extensive runs of 18th and 19th century British periodicals, such as the Annual Register, Gentleman’s Magazine, European Magazine, Quarterly Review, Blackwood’s, and Westminster Review: these form a strong base for historical research which can be extended by other contemporary historical sources. First year courses on Tudor and 17th century history often lead students to assignments and theses in later years which require the use of original material.

Italian history is built around the Raab Collection, which was endowed by the family of the late Felix Raab, a student of this University who died shortly after presenting his thesis on Machiavelli. The scope of the collection is ‘Political thought in the fifteenth sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, with special reference to Machiavelli and his influence’. Purchases are made on the recommendation of the Professors of History. The collection, which at present consists of some 200 volumes, contains Raab’s own working library along with subsequent purchases.

Strengths / Intentions

Existing strengths in French and British history are being actively developed in support of current teaching and research programs. The Pitt Bequest provides specific funds for these areas, which have also been supported by the Friends of the Baillieu Library and the Library’s normal funding.

The Raab Collection is sustained by its own endowment. Because it is a closed access collection it is used only for material of advanced research interest; acquisitions of more general application are acquired with the Library funds and housed in the open access collections.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Cambridge University Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff.

Collection Statement

The importance of the Cambridge Collection lies in the close historical connection between this university and Cambridge / Oxford. Until recent years a degree from one of these British universities was a prerequisite for an academic position at this University, and the alumni associations from Oxford and Cambridge are very strong in Melbourne.

The Cambridge Collection is based on a collection of about 650 titles purchased from Dr. Pierre Gorman, this collection has been greatly augmented by donations from him, the Cambridgeshire Libraries’ Local Studies Collection and individual donors. In 2008, the collection amounted to some 3000 books about Cambridge University and the city of Cambridge dating from the 16th century to the present. It contains material on all aspects of Cambridge life, including histories of colleges and clubs, memoirs and novels based in Cambridge. Manuscript material is collected only exceptionally. The collection is supplemented by an extraordinary collection of some 250 pictorial representations of Cambridge, also presented by Dr. Gorman, part of which is on display in the Graduate Centre, the rest in the Print Collection. The collection does not comprise Cambridge imprints indiscriminately, only books with relevance to the University or the City of Cambridge.

Strengths / Intentions

Recently-published material purchased by the Library is normally added to the open access collections, although slight or fragile publications may be placed in the Cambridge Collection. Donations and purchases of older material are placed in the Cambridge Collection. This collection is arguably the strongest of its kind outside Cambridge, rivalling that at Yale University.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Middle Eastern Studies Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, university promotional activities.

Collection Statement

Middle Eastern Studies has emerged as a significant area of collecting in recent years. The endowment by the Sultan of Oman of a Chair in Middle Eastern Studies at this University was due in large part to our ability to demonstrate substantial existing library resources. 

Material relating to the Middle East is dispersed through Special Collections. Rare Books and BX contain numerous accounts of early European travellers in northern Africa and western Asia, as well as 17th-century French and English translations of the Koran.

Most significant, however, is the distinct Middle Eastern Manuscripts Collection. This collection had its beginnings in a group of 113 items from the Department of Classics and Archaeology that have been held in the Library for safekeeping since 1972. They are medieval manuscripts and later manuscript copies from the 16th to 19th century of works in Arabic, Persian and other languages from the Middle Eastern area and India. The manuscripts are mostly on paper, but some are on vellum. Their condition is very fragile. The collection is of world wide significance as few collections of this nature exist outside the Middle Eastern geographical area. The collection was acquired for the Department by Emeritus Professor John Bowman in the 1960s and complements the collection Professor Bowman put together in Leeds when he was a Professor there. Augmented by subsequent donations and purchases, this collection now totals 182 items.

Strengths / Intentions

Existing strengths in this area will be developed in line with teaching and research programs. Opportunities to add to the Middle Eastern Manuscript Manuscripts Collection will be considered as they arise.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

History & Philosophy of Science Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff.

Collection Statement

Many parts of Special Collections have material relevant to the History and Philosophy of Science. The Ducker and Howitt Collections have a scientific focus, and the McLaren and Grimwade Collections also have extensive holdings of scientific material, in particular Australian and New Zealand Natural History, and scientific publications emanating from European exploration. In AX and BX there are several hundred monograph volumes scattered through the Dewey 500s and long journal holdings in all areas of science.  Darwin and evolution is a particular strength, with several first editions of Darwin’s works. These collections are extensively used by staff and graduate students from the Departments of History and History & Philosophy of Science, as well as Biology and Zoology. 

The rare medical books currently located in the Brownless BioMedical Library extend the richness and diversity of the Library's holdings in this area.  This collection is gradually being relocated to Special Collections.
See also ‘Natural History’

Strengths / Intentions

18th century material is actively acquired. The history of physics is a special strength. Australian scientific history is heavily acquired. Medical history, which is also heavily acquired, is currently housed in the Brownless Medical Library, but will soon move to Special Collections. Material is acquired in original and facsimile and is supported by extensive microform collections and the long journal runs, some of which are housed in various Branch Libraries. Material is acquired in all major European languages and successive editions of texts are frequently acquired. Preference is given to material with high-quality illustrations.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Urban History, and Studies of the Built Environment Collection Policy
2008
Target users

Postgraduate students, academic staff, professional researchers.

Collection Statement

Architectural history and the broader-focussed ‘studies of the built environment’ are areas of established and growing research activity. The McLaren Collection has extensive holdings of Victorian local histories, as well as local histories from other states. Other significant Melbourne resources in AX, McLaren, and Rare Books include the C.B. Walker photograph album Melbourne and suburbs [ca.1888/89]; earlier photographs by Charles Nettleton and D. McDonald; a complete run of Sands & McDougall's postal directories; pamphlet and ephemeral material such as Donald M’Leod’s Melbourne factories (1868) and a rare 1880s real estate booklet St. Kilda and Prahran freehold property distribution by subscription & ballot; all of which complement the rich architectural holdings of the University Archives.
The Architecture Rare Book Collection (some 150 volumes transferred from the Leighton Irwin Memorial Library to the Baillieu Library for safekeeping) is housed alongside the BX Collection. It consists of a wide range of architecture books, many extremely rare and valuable. This collection is augmented only by donations from the Architecture and Planning Branch Library; acquisitions from other sources are added to the AX (Australian) or BX (non-Australian) collections.

Our holdings in garden history further complement the richness of our research resources for heritage consultants and architectural historians.

Strengths / Intentions

Existing collection strengths are actively developed. Material that supports research into the development of Melbourne’s urban landscape is a high priority for acquisition. Significant additions to our holdings of horticultural material are also actively sought.






