JAPANESE STUDIES COLLECTION POLICY

Reviewed 2008

The Asia Institute:

http://www.asiainstitute.unimelb.edu.au/
The Japanese program:

http://www.asiainstitute.unimelb.edu.au/programs/japanese.html
History: 

The University of Melbourne Library began to collect Japanese language materials in the early 1960s. Materials in the collection are mainly published after 1950, with a small collection of early 20th century historical items. There is some unevenness in the collection which means that parts of the collection cannot be considered to be at research level. 

Locations: 

Teaching of Japan-related subjects takes place at the Parkville campus. While primary contact is with the Japanese Program of the Asia Institute, there is also considerable research being undertaken in Architecture, History and other faculties. 

Areas of Research: 
Linguistics (Forensic linguistics/ Second language acquisition/ Pragmatics/ Pedagogy/ Discourse analysis/ Character and writing system)




Language teaching




History




Feminism /Gender Studies




Anthropology




Social Problems




Popular Culture




Art 




Architecture




Economics




Education




Law




Disability Studies

Target users:

Undergraduate students, postgraduate coursework and research students, and academic staff.

Collection statement:

The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles, and materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff.  

The Japanese collection is principally housed in the East Asian Collection on the 3rd floor of the Baillieu Library. Microfilm is kept in the Microform area in the Baillieu Library. Other material of importance can be found in the Architecture Library, the Law library (Asian Law Centre), and the Education Resource Centre. Material is also kept in the Library Store. All items can be found via the Library catalogue.  Japanese materials housed in the East Asian Collection are classified using the Harvard-Yenching classification system.  Japanese materials housed outside the East Asian collection are classified according to the parent collection’s classification scheme. This is Dewey in most cases but Moys in the Law library.  In the Library Store Western and Japanese language materials are intershelved, reflecting the nature of the facility as a storage area, not a browsing collection.

Serials are a fairly small proportion of the collection, comprising approximately 10% of the annual bookvote. Unfortunately, few are available in electronic format, and almost none of these are current versions. CD-ROM versions of some historical newspapers and journals are available. 

The primary language of the collection is Japanese, but some Reference books in English are kept. 

As the collection is rather small and Monash University Library collects in similar areas, we have an agreement under the Melbourne-Monash Protocol (and ALIM: Asian Libraries in Melbourne) where we exchange information about large/expensive purchases. This is done so that we avoid duplication and can arrange resource sharing opportunities for library patrons.

Size of the Collection:

The Japanese collection consists of approximately 20,000 printed volumes, 10 current journals and 10 titles in microform. There are 5 titles in CD-ROM format.

Strengths / Intentions:

The Japanese collection has strengths in popular culture, history (especially 20th century), architecture, linguistics and language teaching, and art. 

There is a large closed stack collection of rare and expensive items, including materials from the Kanto Earthquake of 1923, 20th century restoration reports of temples and shrines, sets of art books, and realia. The rare items have been catalogued in a “Significance Assessment Report” (2007) which was submitted to the Cultural Collections Committee. 

The Library continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs, and will build in areas where there is little or no coverage. Areas that do need to continue to be developed include history and popular culture. The collection will change and develop to accommodate new trends and the University's move to the Melbourne Model in 2008 and beyond.

Material generally not collected:

All formats are considered. Material is acquired in the formats available, and of most use to the teaching and research needs. In principle English language materials are not collected, but some items are kept for reference purposes. 

