Land and Environment
COLLECTION POLICY 2008

Melbourne School of Land and Environment
http://www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/
Melbourne School of Land and Environment provides specialist education, research and training in the fields of: agriculture and agribusiness; resource management; forestry and forest science; geography; animal science, welfare and management; food production; ornamental and amenity horticulture; dairy and food science.

The School has 3 schools spread across 4 geographically dispersed sites [metropolitan and rural] and several specialist research centres. 

Schools:

School of Agriculture and Food Systems
http://www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/depts/safs.html 

School of Forest and Ecosystem Science
http://www.forestscience.unimelb.edu.au/
School of Resource Management & Geography http://www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/depts/srmfah.html
Faculty Locations:

Burnley Campus
Creswick Campus
Dookie Campus
Parkville Campus

With the exception of the Creswick site (School of Forest and Ecosystem Science), there are multiple school presences and a mix of teaching and research activities at each campus. 

Target users

Undergraduate students, postgraduate and higher degree coursework / research students, and academic staff.  
Undergraduate programs

Melbourne Model undergraduate programs introduced in 2008 offering LFR majors.
· Bachelor of Arts with a major in: 

· Geography or a minor in: Environmental Studies
· Bachelor of Environments with a majors in:

· Environmental Geographies, Politics & Cultures 

· Landscape Management 


· Bachelor of Science with majors in: 

· Agricultural Science 

· Biotechnology 

· Domestic Animal Science 

· Food Science 

· Geography 


Additional Undergraduate Programs offered from 2008

· Associate Degree in Environmental Horticulture
Bachelor of Agriculture (1st year Parkville, remainder at Dookie)

The Faculty is continuing to teach students who enrolled in its undergraduate programs prior to 2008.
Postgraduate Programs

Land and Food Resources offers graduate programs by research and coursework.

Graduate Coursework Programs
http://www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/courses/postgrad/courses.html
Postgraduate Research Programs
http://www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/courses/postgrad/research.html
Research areas

http://www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/research/
· Plant biology, production & biotechnology 

· Forest Molecular Biology and Genetics 

· Plant Science

· Ecology, ecophysiology & ecosystem function 

· Conservation Sciences 

· Ecophysiology and Ecosystem Processes

· Water, nutrients & greenhouse in land systems 

· Water and nutrient dynamics in soil-plant systems 

· Forest and Water 

· Greenhouse gases and climate change in agro-ecosystems 

· Forest production & sustainable management 

· Sustainable Forest Management

· Animal science

· Food & Wood science & product development 

· Bio-products and Sustainable Technology 

· Food Science 

· Land & food systems management, innovation and change 

· Social Research 

· Land and Food Systems 

Research Centres

http://www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/research/centres.html
Animal Welfare Science Centre

Applied Plant Ecology Research Group 

Australian Centre for Science, Innovation and Society (ACSIS) 

BioMarka - Molecular Plant Genetics and Germplasm Development Group 

Centre for Plant Health

Centre for Water and Landscape Management 

CRC Wood Innovation

Plant Molecular Biology and Biotechnology (ARC Centre of Excellence for Integrative Legume Research) 

Soil Science Group

Social Research

Joint Facility for Food Animal Research 

Joint Centre for Crop Innovation (JCCI) 

VitUM - Viticultural Research at the University of Melbourne

Faculty research is undertaken in collaborative programs and projects at regional centres of the Department of Primary Industries. The School of Forest and Ecosystem Science has a research partnership with the Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE).

History of the Collections 

The collections’ of the Faculty of Land and Food Resources have been shaped by the amalgamation of individual educational institutions and sites with different focuses.  Prior to amalgamation each institution was supported by a campus based library with strong collections which reflected the individual teaching programs.

The Faculty of Agriculture was established in 1905 and in 1971 it merged with the School of Forestry, Creswick. Existing libraries continued to operate and develop at each site.

In 1997 after a period of affiliation, the Victorian Colleges of Agriculture and Horticulture (VCAH) merged with the University of Melbourne's Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry and Horticulture to form the Institute of Land and Food Resources. VCAH was a cluster of 6 colleges which were spread throughout Victoria. Each college offered a different agricultural specialization and delivered a mix of vocational and higher-education courses with a strong focus on industry links and extension programs. 

In 2005 a restructure of the Faculty occurred, and resulted in redefinition of teaching directions and a decision to cease delivering TAFE programs. This resulted in the closure of 4 of the former VCAH sites (Longerenong, Glenormiston, Gilbert Chandler, McMillan). These sites and the associated library collections were transferred to other educational providers. The Faculty made the decision to offer higher education food science and technology programs from the Parkville site and consequently a portion of the Gilbert Chandler library collection was retained and transferred to the LFR Parkville library to support these programs. 

The former VCAH sites that were retained by the Faculty are: Dookie (Victoria’s first agricultural college, established in 1886) and Burnley (Australia’s first horticultural college established in 1891). Vocational education continued to be provided at Burnley and Dookie until the end of 2007, to allow existing students to complete their studies. The long history of sites and their diverse teaching activities have produced unique and significant collections.

In 2007, the Faculty made the decision to close its library at the Parkville site and the collection was dispersed. The print journal collection was relocated to the Melbourne Library Store at Dawson Street. Uncatalogued material and print indexes were relocated to the CARM store. Forestry journals were sent to the Creswick Library. High use material (2 hour and overnight loans) were relocated to Baillieu. The monograph collection was relocated to Burnley.

The Faculty is continuing to redefine the use of the campuses and school presences. In 2007 a significant number of SFES research staff and higher degree students moved to the Burnley Campus. It is likely that further staff will relocate to the Burnley campus because of space issues at Parkville. This campus may have a future role as a broader plant science teaching and research site. 

In 2008 the Geography department relocated from the Faculty of Arts, to Land and Food Resources. 

Collection Statement 
The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles, and materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff.  

The collections at Burnley, Creswick and Dookie libraries are comprised of monographs, journals, trade journals, government reports, textbooks, dictionaries, encyclopedias, proceedings of conferences and symposia. 

All these materials are collected and are provided in whatever format is deemed the most suitable. 
Acquisition Methods

Material is acquired by purchase and donation. Material is selected mainly by academic and library staff. 

The Burnley Campus Library receives relevant donations of current and significant material in the areas of horticultural plants, garden design, garden conservation and materials of historical relevance.

Language

There is no restriction on the purchase of foreign language material although the collection is predominantly English language. 

Currency

The emphasis is on current publications, but older material is acquired as needed. 
Journal Holdings
The journals collections broadly support the Faculty’s teaching and research programs. However, due to the significant organisational change that has occurred in recent years, the Faculty needs to further review its journal collections to ensure that they adequately support its changed teaching and research focus. 

The relevance of ongoing subscriptions to trade and industry publications will need to be addressed given that specialist courses such as horticulture are now being offer as graduate programs rather than undergraduate courses. 

In 2007, the newly formed LFR Library Committee offered significant direction in relation to the Faculty’s journal subscriptions and rationalization to reduce duplication at its sites (See Appendix A).
Existing subscriptions have been made available electronically where possible. Consideration should be given to the purchase of relevant e-journal backsets to address issues such as the dispersed spread of the Faculty, the mix of School presences at multiple sites and the lack of a home library base at the Parkville site.

Location of the physical collections   

The Land Food Resources collections are principally housed at the Burnley, Creswick and Dookie Campus Libraries. Essential titles to support the undergraduate and masters by coursework programs at the Parkville Campus are located at the Baillieu Library and the Brownless BioMedical Library. Low use material is also housed at the Library Store. 

The closure of the Parkville agriculture library and the lack of a home base for students and staff at the campus means that collection development for this campus needs should be closely monitored. 

There is a strong requirement for duplication of monographs for some core subject areas at all of the sites to support different student cohorts. eg. Materials to support subject areas such as plant biology, plant physiology, weed and soil science are required by most of the teaching programs. 

Duplication is also required to address the issue of equal of access to resources for all University of Melbourne students regardless of where they are based. Students at LFR sites rely heavily on inter-campus loans services to access required resources held at other sites. In addition to the LFR libraries, relevant material is held in the BioMedical Library, Architecture Library, Baillieu Library and the Vet Science Libraries (See Appendix A).
Strengths / Intentions

Rare Book collections

The Burnley Rare Books Collection includes rare and historic books relating to horticulture and the history of gardening in Australia. The collection also includes items which are of significance to the history of the Burnley gardens and educational programs at the site.
Collection Strengths

Due to Faculty restructuring and library staff vacancies at Dookie and Creswick the strengths of these collections have not been identified. It is proposed that strengths will be identified by the new campus librarians.

Burnley

Plant taxonomy; Botanical floras; Plant propagation; Weed science; Soil Science; Garden design; Garden history; Conservation and restoration management; Horticultural plants; Amenity horticulture 

Areas recently strengthened across the sites

Community horticultural programs

Plant taxonomy

Plant ecology

Conservation biodiversity

Green roofs

Climate change

Organic agriculture

Reclamation & waste water management

Water management

GM crops

Climate change

Landscape ecology

Food Science and Technology (e-books)

Animal welfare

Areas needing to be further strengthened 

Existing strengths need to be mapped and considered in relation to the current teaching and research profile. Research activity in food science and technology is growing and resources need to be further developed.

The collection will also be developed in response to the growing urgency and focus on environmental issues, evidenced in FLFR industry research linkages and the new generation Bachelor of Environments degree.  The FLFR collection is a key component of the Collection Policy for Bachelor of Environments and Graduate Environmental Program 2008.

Statement about Australian content
There is a strong Australian focus to the material collected. As a limited range of Australian material is published, any material of relevance should be purchased. Materials from other geographical regions are collected selectively as Australia’s climatic and environmental conditions impact heavily on the use of plant species and agricultural activity. However teaching or research interest in particular crops can alter these geographical parameters. Faculty programs have a strong focus on preserving, protecting and utilizing Australia’s biodiversity and therefore material about Australian plant species is collected extensively.
Formats

Where available, electronic formats should be purchased to address the Faculty’s multiple school and site issues. However there are very few e-products available for many subject areas and the products that are available tend to have a global rather than Australian Focus.

E-books have recently been purchased for food science and there is a good availability of electronic resources for this subject area

The Library continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs and will build in areas where there is little or no coverage.

Material not generally collected

All formats are considered. Material is acquired in the formats available, and of most use to the teaching and research needs.

Appendix A 

Journals

LFR Library Committee Guidance on Policy Direction

In 2007 the newly formed LFR Library Committee offered significant direction in relation to the Faculty’s journal subscriptions and rationalization to reduce duplication.

Policy recommendations:

a) LFR journal subscriptions should be cancelled if there is a central University subscription of the same journal 

b) A print journal subscription should be cancelled if an electronic subscription is available in LFR. 

c) Avoid multiple journal subscriptions in LFR libraries

d) New journal subscriptions should preferably be electronic subscriptions

(From LFR LC minutes 18/7/07)

Library Staff Actions:

Duplication of subscriptions at multiple campuses was addressed in the 2007 serials review and titles have been consolidated and replaced with e-journal format where available. A few duplicate subscriptions are held at Dookie and Burnley for core industry titles (not available electronically).

After feedback from academic staff some backruns of titles which were relocated to store when the Parkville library closed have been returned to on campus collections

The relevance of ongoing subscriptions to trade and industry publications will need to be addressed given that specialist courses such as horticulture are now being offer as graduate programs rather than undergraduate courses. This is an issue at Burnley and Dookie.

Books

LFR Library Committee Guidance on Policy Direction

Review of book distribution in LFR libraries due to Parkville library closure

The closure of the LFR Parkville library makes access to books for teaching purposes difficult. LFR LC should liaise with IS if it is possible to purchase new books through LFR funds and store them in Parkville based libraries (ideally BioMed). A list of teaching related books should be compiled and forwarded to IS. It will be difficult to decide which books should be kept at a Parkville based library and LFR LC will assess situation after a review of keywords for ordering books 

Key words for book orders

Academics staff should to be asked to provide key words that describe their research and teaching activities. The keywords will make it easier for LFR library staff to target book orders. This system has been applied successfully at Creswick for the last few years. 

LFR LC will also ask staff once or twice a year to suggest specific books that should be purchased by LFR libraries. 

(From LFR LC minutes 18/7/07)

Library Staff Actions:

· A useful list of keywords was received from academic staff within each of the school. This approach was relatively successful and the list should be re-circulated to academic staff in 2008 and further developed. It is further suggested that we should try to differentiate between teaching and research areas and identify the sites at which the material is primarily required to reduce duplication and improve the ordering process.

For a possible example of how this collection tool could be developed and formatted, refer to the Monash University Library, School of Biological Sciences Collection Development Policy  http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/policies/cdp/science/biology.html

Section 4. Collections table 

· Meeting the needs of Parkville based students and academics still needs to be addressed.

· An attempt was made to harvest relevant keywords from the LFR research webpages http://www.landfood.unimelb.edu.au/research/ This is a difficult and relatively inefficient means of gathering information and the Faculty needs to further to develop this information (some research areas such as urban horticulture do not appear to have been included).
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