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Introduction
The Law Library’s primary mission is to provide legal information resources  and expertise to service the diverse learning, teaching, research and engagement activites of current academics and students at Melbourne Law School. http://www.law.unimelb.edu.au/   The Law Library also serves the wider community of The University of Melbourne, and the collection is available for onsite use by the legal profession and members of the public.
This mission statement is consistent with 5.1.1 of the CALD Standards for Australian Law Schools, which states that:
“The law library is able to be an  active and responsive force in the educational life of the law school, effectively supporting the school’s teaching, research and service programs.”
Council of Australian Law Deans, The CALD Standards for Australian Law Schools As Adopted 17 November 2009  (5.1.1 General provisions)
(The CALD Standards)



From 2008, Melbourne Law School has offered only the global standard Juris Doctor (JD) degree as the three year graduate level degree leading to admission to legal practice.  http://jd.law.unimelb.edu.au/  The LLB program is currently being taught out.
In addition, Melbourne Law School offers the Melbourne Law Masters (MLM), which  is an internationally recognized program offering masters degrees  by coursework and graduate diplomas across 20 specialist legal areas. http://www.masters.law.unimelb.edu.au/
Melbourne Law School ‘s Research Higher Degree Program provides opportunities  for post-graduate law students to engage in legal research across a diverse range of topics as reflected by the  expertise and scholarly activities of the Faculty.
http://research.law.unimelb.edu.au/go/graduate-research-program/index.cfm
Target users

· Melbourne Law School academic staff  

· Law graduate research students (Doctor of Laws (LLD), Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) and Master of Philosophy (MPhil)
· Melbourne Law Masters (LLM and Graduate Diploma students)
· Juris Doctor (JD) students
· Undergraduates enrolled in the LLB program prior to 2008

· Undergraduate non-law students from other faculties including the Faculty of Business and  Economics and Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning studying “Breadth Subjects” such as Construction Law, Corporations Law, Human Rights & Global Justice, Principles of Business Law & Taxation Law 
Academic Programs
· Juris Doctor (JD)
· Melbourne Law Masters 
· LLM program areas of specialization:

· Master of Banking and Finance Law (526) 

· Master of Commercial Law (504) 

· Master of Construction Law (195) 

· Master of Employment and Labour Relations Law (510) 

· Master of Health and Medical Law (507) 

· Master of Intellectual Property Law (277) 

· Master of International Tax (192) 

· Master of Law and Development (635) 

· Master of Laws (LLM) (502) 

· Master of Public and International Law (511) 

· Master of Tax (742)
· Melbourne Law Masters
Graduate Diplomas

· Graduate Diploma in Asian Law (726) 

· Graduate Diploma in Banking and Finance Law (968) 

· Graduate Diploma in Communications Law (518) 

· Graduate Diploma in Competition Law (GD-COMPLAW) 

· Graduate Diploma in Construction Law (189) 

· Graduate Diploma in Corporations and Securities Law (538) 

· Graduate Diploma in Dispute Resolution (498) 

· Graduate Diploma in Employment and Labour Relations Law (188) 

· Graduate Diploma in Environment, Energy and Resources Law (528) 

· Graduate Diploma in Government Law (178) 

· Graduate Diploma in Health and Medical Law (343) 

· Graduate Diploma in Human Rights Law (636) 

· Graduate Diploma in Intellectual Property Law (276) 

· Graduate Diploma in International Economic Law (891) 

· Graduate Diploma in International Law (323) 

· Graduate Diploma in International Tax (191) 

· Graduate Diploma in Legal Studies (GD-LEGSTU) 

· Graduate Diploma in Sports Law (893) 

· Graduate Diploma in Tax (187)
Law Graduate Research

· Doctor of Laws
· Doctor of Philosophy
· Master of Philosophy



Research Areas 
Melbourne Law School has 13 specialist Research Centers and Institutes, whose work reflects most but by no means all of the current scholarly  productivity of Melbourne Law School.
· Asia Pacific Centre for Military Law (APCML) 

· Asian Law Centre (ALC) 

· Centre for Comparative Constitutional Studies (CCCS) 

· Centre for Corporate Law and Securities Regulation (CCLSR) 

· Centre for Employment and Labour Relations Law (CELRL) 

· Centre for Islamic Law and Society (CILS) 

· Centre for Media and Communications Law (CMCL) 

· Centre for Resources Energy & Environmental Law (CREEL) 

· Civil Justice Research Group 

· Competition Law & Economics Network 

· Human Rights in the Melbourne Law School 

· Institute for International Law and the Humanities (IILaH) 

· Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia (IPRIA) 

· Obligations Group 

· The Tax Group 

Collection Statement
General

The Law Library collection comprises primary legal materials including cases, legislation, treaties and international agreements, and secondary legal materials or commentary such as monographs, journals, textbooks, reference books, dictionaries, digests, encyclopedias, bibliographies, indices, other finding tools and proceedings of conferences and symposia.  
The Law Library provides in print or electronic format (or both), the legislative and parliamentary materials, reported decisions, official government publications, secondary works finding and updating tools as set out in 5.4.1 – 5.4.2 of  The CALD Standards.


Teaching and Learning
The Library undertakes to purchase all prescribed texts and most recommended readings for all Law undergraduate subjects, including Law breadth subjects, JD and Melbourne Law Masters subjects. Multiple copies are purchased as needed based on student enrolment numbers and circulation figures. To facilitate access to the collection, electronic versions of texts (where available) will be acquired in addition to a minimum of one print copy. 
Research
The general policy is to collect to research level in areas of law reflected by the current areas of specialization in MLS programs and scholarly research activities of  Melbourne Law School including the specialist Research Centers and Institutes and with the intention to develop as comprehensive a coverage as resources allow.  (Research level is defined as one where independent research with the published sources can be pursued.) 

Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and Law Library staff.  

Collection Development Decision Factors
Law Library collection development decisions take into consideration:

· the current landscape of legal publishing

· views of Melbourne Law School academics

· quality of the title as determined by the reputation of the author and publisher 
· cost

· content, with a general preference for scholarly  over practice  oriented titles

· patterns of use by Melbourne Law School academics and students

· reliability and availability of permanent access to authoritative  sources of free online legal information
· new formats  and technologies and their features
· licensing and other contractual terms and conditions and

· networking and cooperative arrangements between libraries, particularly other law libraries that can provide access to information resources
Serials
Serials are selected on the recommendation of law academics and law  library staff.  Serial titles are reviewed annually and new titles are acquired  as needed within budget constraints.  Digital subscriptions for all serial titles are preferred if available and where possible all back issues are purchased or subscribed to.

The preferred format for serials, including primary sources of law is digital.

Serial titles available only in print will continue to be purchased and will be  bound and shelved in the Law Library.
Melbourne Law School Library relies on Hein Online and JSTOR as archives for issues of most law reviews  (except Australian and selected prestigious titles from the US and the UK) and discards the print issues as the volumes become available on Hein Online.

Print copies of Melbourne University Law Review, Melbourne Journal of International Law and other Australian law reviews will continue to be bound and shelved in the Law Library.
Electronic  Databases
The Law Library  subscribes to leading Australian legal databases such as AGIS, LexisNexisAU, Legal Online, CCH Intelliconnect and Timebase. International databases include LexisNexis.com, LexisNexis Academic, Westlaw, Hein  Online, Justis, Index to Legal Periodicals, Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals, LegalTrac and a number of specialist legal databases. See:
http://www.law.unimelb.edu.au/lawlib/pub/legal_research/popular_databases_alphabetical.cfm
The Law Library relies on the various LexisNexis databases, Westlaw, Hein Online and Justis to access various primary and secondary legal titles that are no longer collected in print and that are more easily searchable in digital format.
Texts/Monographs

Print is currently the preferred format for texts/monographs because of  factors such as:

· users’ difficulty in reading lengthy books in digital format, 
· delays in the availability of  e-books and 
· restrictions on printing.
E-books, however  may be acquired (subject to availability)  when additional copies of a  title are required and when digital access to a book is more useful than print format  for MLS law students and academics.
E-book packages are considered for purchase with preference given to 
Titles:

· for subjects requiring  law students to write research essays, 

· to expand areas of the collection which have limited offerings of print books 
· when attractive discounts are available for the purchase of subject collections of e-books that meet the curricula and research needs of Melbourne Law School academics and students or
· to extend historical coverage of area of law

The Law Library seeks to acquire one copy of each scholarly book produced by Melbourne Law School ‘s academics. An electronic copy will also be acquired if available.
Foreign, Comparative & International Law

The Law Library holds or has access to materials such as treaty collections, and international yearbooks.  New foreign, comparative and International law titles are selected largely from various common law countries – Canada  New Zealand, the United Kingdom, with some titles from India and South Africa. The largest collections, which are regularly updated are from the United Kingdom and the United States.

Titles may be acquired for other common law, civil law and mixed jurisdictions. Eg. The Law Library currently acquires titles covering the legal systems  of China, Japan and Indonesia and Islamic law.
Languages

There is no restriction on the purchase of foreign language material although the collection is predominately English language, which is the language in highest demand. Foreign language material may be acquired as needed to support the research activities of MLS faculty. 
Special Collections 

AV Collection

A media collection comprising mostly DVDs will be housed at the Law Library ‘s Loans Desk in early 2011.  The collection, which has been located at ERC comprises titles used by Melbourne Law School academics for classroom teaching.
Rare Books

The Law Library’s Rare Books collection comprises over one thousand rare and early legal texts.  Many of these date to when the teaching of law began  at The University of Melbourne in 1857. Rare book titles may be viewed on request during week day business hours by contacting the Law Library loans desk.
Theses

The Law Library’s theses collection comprises Melbourne Law School’s PhD and Masters theses and selected Honours papers. Theses may be viewed on request by contacting the Law Library loans desk.
Approval Plans

There are two approval plans for Law:
· DA Books supplies Australian law books published by LexisNexis, Thomson Reuters  and Federation Press to the value $250 (AUST) each.
· As of October 1, 2010, Coutts supplies US and UK law books published by Ashgate, Cambridge, Hart, Martinus Nijhoff, and Oxford  to the value of $350 (AUST) each and selection forms across a broad array of areas of law from an extensive range of legal, scholarly and leading trade publishers.
Coverage of the Collection

The primary subject areas collected reflect the diverse curricula and scholarly research interests of the Melbourne Law School faculty and fall within the Moys classification range of KA – KW
KA
Jurisprudence

KB
General and Comparative Law

KC 
International Law

KD 
Religious Legal Systems

KL 
Common Law – general

KM
Common Law – public

KN 
Common Law – private

KT
Asia and Pacific
KV 
Europe

KW
European Community Law 
Location of the Collection
The Law collection is housed on floors 3, 4 and 5 of the Melbourne Law School. There is a small overlap with the print law and law related titles at the Baillieu, ERC and Giblin Libraries.
Collection Strengths 

Some core parts of the collection, in particular the Australian Commonwealth and State laws, regulations and cases, are uniformly complete.  
The collection has traditionally been known for having good collections in areas such as:
· Equity

· Constitutional law and history 

· International law

· Jurisdiction and jurisdictional relations of states

Areas Needing Enrichment:
The Law Library is continuing to build the collection across all subjects currently taught and all current research interests of the Melbourne Law School faculty. 

During 2010, the Law Library strengthened areas such as climate change law, comparative law, constitutional law, competition law, corporate law,  employment discrimination, human rights, intellectual property, Islamic law, jurisprudence, law of the country of India, legal research, literature and the law, private international law,  public international law, religion and the law and has acquired key texts across a broad range of areas of law for Canada, India, New Zealand, the US and the  UK.

Retrospective titles are acquired  to fill gaps, to add historical perspective to areas of the collection and to meet curricula and research needs.
Materials Not Generally Collected
The Law Library continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs and will build suitable collections in areas where there is little or no coverage.

Legal practitioner focused materials are purchased only as needed to support the curricula and current research interests of Melbourne Law School academics.
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