MAP COLLECTION POLICY

Reviewed 2008
http://www.lib.unimelb.edu.au/collections/maps/
The Map Collection is currently located in the Education Resource Centre (Eastern Learning Hub) on the 4th floor, Parkville campus.
Target users

Undergraduate students, postgraduate and higher degree coursework / research students, and academic teaching / research staff.  The Map Collection is media specific rather than subject specific and hence maintains geographical material useful in a wide range of subject disciplines.

Research areas - Significant
Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning – Bachelor of Environments
Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning - Master of Urban Planning
Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning - Master of Landscape Architecture
Melbourne School of Engineering - Geomatics
Faculty of Arts - School of Social & Environmental Enquiry
Faculty of Arts - School of Historical Studies
Faculty of Science - Earth Sciences
Faculty of Land and Food Resources
Collection Statement

The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles, and materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff.  

The scope of the Map Collection is world-wide with an emphasis on Melbourne and Victoria. A wide variety of historical and current mapping of Australia is held. Other important areas covered include East Asia, South-East Asia, the Middle East, the British Isles, Central America and the Pacific region.

All these materials are collected and are provided in whatever format is deemed the most suitable e.g. print or electronic. 

There is no restriction on the purchase of foreign language material although the collection is predominantly English language for convenience.  Notably a sizable amount of material sources from Asia is likely to be in the local language or in some few cases bi lingual including English. 
As a reference collection not limited by subject there is no limitation to currency or retention of material. In most cases previous editions are retained as a gauge of change in the environment and are utilized as such.  
Geographic material is predominately located in the Map Collections for Departments, Schools or Faculties.  GIS texts and journals are predominantly located within the Engineering Collection supporting the Geomatics Faculty.
Strengths / Intentions

The scope of the collection is world-wide. Emphasis is however placed on the Melbourne region and the State of Victoria. Other important areas for the collection include East Asia, South-East Asia, the Middle East, the British Isles, Central America, the Pacific region, and Australia itself.  

Melbourne. The collection's greatest strength lies in its maps of the Melbourne region. The resources available include a broad range of large scale cadastral plans, aerial photographs, numerous specialised thematic maps and a broad range of historical materials. Within the Melbourne region particular attention is paid to the Melbourne CBD and the surrounding inner suburbs

Victoria. Maps of the state of Victoria include materials dating from the nineteenth century to the present.  This selection includes current Geospatial Information Systems data 

Australia. For Australia the collection includes contemporary and historical topographic mapping at scales between 1:50,000 and 1:250,000, together with over 7,000 individual thematic maps covering such themes as land, vegetation and various geophysical themes. 

World. The collection provides comprehensive topographic mapping of the world as a whole and numerous thematic works detailing, for example, political boundaries, vegetation types, geology and soils, language groups and energy resources.

The Map Collection includes one of universities Cultural Collection.  Approximately 15,000 rare historic maps of countries and regions from around the world, the majority representing Australia. This includes some of the earliest cartographic works by explorers of Australiasia and the pacific.

Of international significance is the Ronald and Pamela Walker Collection of Maps of Asia Minor numbering 135 original maps printed between 1511 and 1774 including some of the finest cartographers of Renaissance Europe. An additional 48 maps of Constantinople and surrounds were donated in 2007 by Ronald and Pamela Walker and are a high priority for digitalisation. These and others works are now some of the many cartographic material now available online.
GIS Data and Digital Maps

The Map Collection includes several hundred GIS and digital map data layers.
Users can create customised maps in the Map Collection Workroom using the MapInfo GIS. However, many users prefer to copy or borrow data for use elsewhere; most of the data licenses allow copying for research and educational use by University of Melbourne staff and students (only). 

VicMap. A range of detailed digital maps provided to the University of Melbourne by the Victorian Government (Land Victoria, DSE) under an educational license. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics Census data.  CData (1981, 86, 91, 96, 2001) product contains the results of the Australian Census of Population and Housing, including age, sex, education, income, housing, ethnic background and other themes.  This product was discontinued after the 2001 census and is intended to be a service provided online from the Australian Bureau of Statistics web site without financial charge.
A number of other ABS products held and supported in the collect have been superseded by online availability on the ABS web site.  Some remain as the only source of historical data and should be retained.


GIS Data and Digital Maps - continued

Data on Demand. While a very wide range of GIS digital map data is held, this is only a small part of the amounts of digital map data available. The Map Collection can also quickly obtain additional data on request from users, particularly from DSE and Geoscience Australia. 

Online Maps.  As and ongoing project cartographic materials which are significant to research and study, without copy restriction, and not available online elsewhere are digitalised and placed on Digitool.  DigiTool being the digital asset management system and module for the display of media from the Information Division Library catalogue system.  Some 500+ items are currently available.
The Library continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs and will build in areas where there is little or no coverage.
Material not generally collected

Material not geographical in nature, or discussing the application and usage of such material.  

e.g. Manuals on specific programs, software applications and programming.

