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The Lenton Parr Music, Visual and Performing Arts Library Theatre Collection services the information, research and teaching needs of the VCAM School of Performing Arts (Theatre)  

The Collection Development Policy provides guidelines for:
· the acquisition of library materials

· the collection building strategies for the School of Performing Arts (Dance), other Schools in the VCA and the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music 

· the deselection of library materials 

· the handling of gifts and exchanges 

· format selection principles and bibliographic selection tools

· the storage and preservation of all library materials

The Lenton Parr Music, Visual and Performing Arts Library provides an academic, artistic and cultural resource that is significant in the visual, performing and digital media arts in Victoria, and one which makes a significant contribution to national holdings in these subject areas.

Target users

· Undergraduate students enrolled in School of Performing Arts (Theatre) courses
· Undergraduate students enrolled in other disciplines within the Faculty of VCAM and wider University of Melbourne community

· Graduate and higher degree coursework students enrolled in the School of Performing Arts (Theatre), in other disciplines within the Faculty of VCAM and the wider University of Melbourne community 

· Research students in the School of Performing Arts (Theatre) and research students enrolled in other disciplines within the Faculty of VCAM and wider University of Melbourne community.

· Academic staff in the School of Performing Arts (Theatre) and the wider VCAM and University of Melbourne academic community.
School

VCAM School of Performing Arts (Theatre)



Courses

Bachelor of Dramatic Art
Postgraduate Diploma in Performance Creation 
Master of Animateuring (by Research)
Master of Theatre Practice (by Coursework)
Master of Dramatic Art (Direction) (by Research)
Doctor of Philosophy
Research areas 

· research and development of the theory and practice of theatre

· professional actor, director, theatre worker, voice artist, performance maker, teacher, and authentic performer training 

· intellectual investigation of the craft 

· shaping the culture of theatre through the creation and production of new and original work.

Collection Statement

The Lenton Parr Music, Visual and Performing Arts Library provides an academic, artistic and cultural resource that is significant in the visual, performing and digital media arts in Victoria, and one which makes a significant contribution to national holdings in these subject areas.

The School of Performing Arts (Theatre) is enrolling a much larger percentage of students in postgraduate courses including doctoral study and research programs. The Lenton Parr Library is aware of its responsibility to develop specialist postgraduate level resources where these information sources are not held in the University of Melbourne, State Library of Victoria, or other academic libraries in Melbourne and where access cannot be arranged through online delivery.

Undergraduate - The general policy for this discipline is to collect at undergraduate level, with the intention of as broad a coverage as resources allow.

The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts, recommended reading titles, and required films on DVD.   Multiple copies are purchased on a needs basis.  To facilitate access to the collection, electronic versions of texts will be acquired where available.

Postgraduate - The general policy for this discipline is to collect to research level in all relevant formats, in the areas of research and development of the theory and practice of theatre through acting, directing and performance making, with the intention of as comprehensive a coverage as resources allow. Research level is defined as one where independent research with the published sources can be pursued.

The Library undertakes to purchase materials (books, journals, dvds and electronic resources) identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff.  

Special Collections 
Thesis Collection
Most theses produced from the former School of Drama, Victorian College of the Arts are held in the collection.  Theses from the School of Performing Arts (incorporating Theatre) are held.  Theses from other institutions relating to research topics are also held.

Formats

· Books 

· E-books

· Periodical

· Music Scores

· Videocassettes (VHS) – only when not available on DVD

· DVDs

· Online film delivery

· Compact discs

· Online audio libraries

· CD ROMs

· Online image libraries

· On-line journal subscriptions 

The Library requires equipment and software for all non print formats selected for purchase. Consideration of new formats and equipment for the collection is to be made as the need arises.

Coverage of the Collection

The primary subject areas collected fall in the Dewey ranges:

792 

Stage Presentations
363.11 
Occupational and industrial hazards
613 

Personal Health and Safety
And 

800 Literature (Belles-lettres) and Rhetoric

808.2 

Rhetoric of Drama 

808.82 
Collections of Drama 

812 

American Drama in English 

822 

English Drama

A822 

Australian Drama

832 

German Drama 

842 

French Drama 

852 

Italian Drama

862 

Spanish Drama 

872 

Latin dramatic Poetry and Drama 

882 

Classical Greek Dramatic Poetry and Drama

Languages

English language publications are usually selected for monograph acquisitions although some important books and music works are acquired in other European or Asian languages, especially major exhibition catalogues. Films are preferred in the original language with subtitles when purchased on DVD or videotape.

Where a direct translation of a core reading text into a foreign language is commercially available and the item may assist those International students whose native tongue is not English, the library will consider buying the item. 

Serials

Journals are selected on the recommendation of academic staff and Library staff. Subscriptions are reviewed annually. New material is generally acquired on a ‘cost neutral’ basis. Print journals are subscribed to where there is no electronic version, or where the current issue/s are under embargo and the title is deemed significant enough to require access to the current issue/s.

Location of the collection

The Theatre collection is housed in the Lenton Parr Music, Visual and Performing Arts Library, Southbank Campus.

There is relevant material held in collections at the Parkville campus including the Eastern Resource Centre (supporting the Faculty of Education, and Media Collections), the Louise Hanson-Dyer Music Library (3rd floor Baillieu Library) and the Baillieu Library (supporting the Faculty of the Arts). 
Other branches of the University of Melbourne Library may be of interest to Theatre students. 

Students and staff are able to request most items from branches at other campuses on Inter Campus Loan for delivery to the Lenton Parr Library.  Additional collections are accessible through the Bonus+ service. 
They are also able to access the CAVAL Reciprocal Borrowing Scheme, that allows loans from Victorian University Libraries.

An additional scheme University Library Australia offers loans and access to Australian universities across all states and territories, if staff and students are living or working interstate.

Staff, postgraduate students and honours students are eligible for the Inter-Library Loan service. 

Collection strengths 

A comprehensive collection of play scripts with an emphasis on Australian, British, North American and West European texts. The coverage also includes texts on various periods in the history of theatre. In addition, to support the practical nature of the Theatre courses, there is a good selection of books on the processes of acting, directing, performance making, design and other areas of technical theatre. Many of these refer directly to the work of key theatre practitioners. 
The development of a stock of videos and DVDs of classic works and a range of theatre practitioners – directors, actors, scriptwriters - has received particular focus as a valuable source of practical knowledge. 
The library subscribes to many theatre journals in paper and online. 
Areas needing enrichment

Up to date occupational safety audiovisual and print materials are needed to make the collection in this area relevant.

Materials not Generally Collected

The library does not acquire laser discs, computer games, MP3 files, slides, film reels (8mm, 16mm, 35mm) audio reel-to-reel, audio cassette tapes, 78 rpm or vinyl sound recordings, mini-discs or computer software.  

