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The School of Philosophy, Anthropology and Social Inquiry was established as a school within the Faculty of Arts in late 2007.  The School will be located in Old Arts and Old Quad.  The School comprises the following programs:
· Philosophy

· Anthropology

· Social Theory

· Developmental Studies

· Gender Studies

· History and Philosophy of Science

· Centre for Applied Philosophy and Public Ethics (CAPPE)
Target users

 Undergraduate students, postgraduate and higher degree coursework / research students, and academic staff
Research areas

· Research strengths

http://www.social-environmental.unimelb.edu.au/research/strengths.html
· Research collaboration

http://www.social-environmental.unimelb.edu.au/research/collaboration.html
Collection Statement
Acquisition of material for the programs of Philosophy, Anthropology, Social Theory, Developmental Studies, Gender Studies, History and Philosophy of Science are mainly selected by academics, Library staff and through two approval plans, one for Australian publications and the other covering mainstream publishers in the UK and North America. Some material, particularly older material, is acquired through second-hand and antiquarian booksellers.
The collections are housed in the Baillieu Library, the Research Collections (the B and AB collections) and in the Eastern Resource Centre. Additional material of interest to the History of Science may be found in the University’s sciences libraries, and in the Archives Collection.
The Library also has an extensive microform collection of some 1,347,000 items which is housed in the Baillieu Library. The microform collection includes the extensive Landmarks of Science collection which provides access to over 4,000 early works, and the Archives for the History of Quantum Physics.
Language

English is the main language of interest to undergraduate students, but the needs of postgraduates and researchers, particularly those working in the History and Philosophy of Science, include material published in languages other than English.

It should be noted, however, that within philosophy departments in Australian universities, it is a widely accepted convention of the discipline that works of the modern philosophers do not always need to be read in their original language; that English translations can suffice. Although there are projects which do require reading knowledge of modern European languages for their successful completion, it is often possible to write a doctoral thesis on a French or German philosopher - Descartes or Husserl, for example - without reading primary or secondary sources in the original

French or German. However, no language is excluded from the collection.
Strengths / Intentions

The Library has a number of Special Collections, but only one has material of interest to Philosophy, the BX Collection. Included in this historical collection are almost 600 volumes on Philosophy (including approximately 200 volumes on temperance and abstinence published in the late 19th and early 20th centuries) and about 1,200 volumes on Religion published from the 1600s to the early part of the 20th century. 

· AX Collection
This historical collection of Australian material contains a great deal of material on the history of science.

· BX Collection
The historical collection of non-Australian works published before 1870 has very  strong holdings in the history of science including complete runs of many of the most important scientific periodicals.

· The Vallance Collection

The Vallance collection of historical material on the earth sciences was purchased from the private library of the late Professor Tom Vallance. It contains between 10,000 and 15,000 monograph volumes as well as 3,000 offprints, 1000 maps, and some long runs of geological journals. The collection contains major works in mineralogy, petrology, palaeontology, natural philosophy, geology and geography from the 19th century and selected works from the early 20th century.

· The University Archives
The University Archives house numerous collections of papers of Australian scientists (including many former University staff members), scientific organizations, and mining and other companies. 

Strengths of the Collection

· Ethics (Moral Philosophy)

· Existentialism

· Modern western philosophy (especially German and French philosophers)
· History of science (especially 19th century English and German, and 18th century French and English, works)

· History of medicine
· Social theory
· Scientific journals, including complete runs from the 17th century onwards
The Library continues to monitor changes in teaching and research needs and will build in areas where there is little or no coverage.

Formats

No specific formats are excluded from the collection. The types of sources used by the School’s programs are no different than those used by any other scholar in the humanities or social sciences; mainly monographs and academic journals. Both are of equal importance. Specific ‘tools’ most commonly required by the School’s academic community include scholarly treatises (in the original language and in translation), critical works, journal articles, conference papers, proceedings and transactions of philosophical societies, as well as abstracting and indexing sources. These may be acquired in print form or acquired, or accessed, electronically.
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