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The Lenton Parr Music, Visual and Performing Arts Library Visual Art Collection services the information, research and teaching needs of the VCAM School of Art.  
The Collection Development Policy provides guidelines for:

· the acquisition of library materials
· the collection building strategies for the Centre for Ideas, other Schools in   the VCA and the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music 

· the de-selection of library materials
· the handling of gifts and exchanges
· format selection principles and bibliographic selection tools
· the storage and preservation of all library materials
The Lenton Parr Music, Visual and Performing Arts Library provides an academic, artistic and cultural resource that is significant in the music, visual, performing and digital media arts in Victoria, and one which makes a significant contribution to national holdings in these subject areas.

Target users

· Undergraduate students enrolled in School of Art courses
· Undergraduate students enrolled in other disciplines within the Faculty of VCAM and wider university community

· Graduate and higher degree coursework students enrolled in School of Art courses
· Graduate and higher degree coursework students within the Faculty of VCAM and the wider university community
· Research students in the School of Art and the wider VCAM and University of Melbourne research community.
· Academic staff in the School of Art and the wider VCAM and University of Melbourne academic community.
School
VCAM School of Art
Courses
Bachelor of Fine Art
Graduate Certificate in Visual Art
Postgraduate Diploma in Visual Art
Master of Visual Art (Coursework)
Master of Fine Art (Research)
Doctor of Philosophy
Research areas 
Drawing

Painting

Photography

Printmaking

Sculpture & Spatial Practice

These research areas encompass contemporary art aesthetics, philosophy the history of art, and theoretical research.
Collection Statement

The Lenton Parr Music, Visual and Performing Arts Library provides an academic, artistic and cultural resource that is significant in the visual, performing and digital media arts in Victoria, and one which makes a significant contribution to national holdings in these subject areas.  The Art collection has been developed over a period of almost forty years from a number of library collections including the former National Gallery School Library, the Victorian College of the Arts and Victoria College (formerly Prahran Technical College).
The School of Art is enrolling a much larger percentage of students in postgraduate courses including doctoral study and research programs. The Lenton Parr Library is aware of its responsibility to develop specialist postgraduate level resources where these information sources are not held in the University of Melbourne, State Library of Victoria, or other academic libraries in Melbourne and where access cannot be arranged through online sites.
Undergraduate - The general policy for this discipline is to collect at undergraduate level, with the intention of as broad a coverage as resources allow.

The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts, recommended reading titles, and required films on DVD.   Multiple copies are purchased on a needs basis.  To facilitate access to the collection, electronic versions of texts will be acquired where available.

Postgraduate - The general policy for this discipline is to collect to research level in all relevant formats, in the areas of Drawing, Painting, Photography, Printmaking

Sculpture & Spatial Practice.  These research areas encompass contemporary art aesthetics, philosophy the history of art, and theoretical research.  The intention is to collect as comprehensive a coverage as resources allow. Research level is defined as one where independent research with the published sources can be pursued.

The Library undertakes to purchase materials (books, journals, dvds and electronic resources) identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff.  

The Lenton Parr Library is seeking to acquire exhibition catalogues from School of Art Graduate Exhibitions, and any publications emanating from the School of Art, or VCAM in general
Special Collections 

· Artists’ books
· In development: Graduate Exhibition catalogues; Victorian College of the Arts publications 

· The National Gallery School Archive is held in the University of Melbourne Archives
· Thesis Collection

Most theses produced from the School of Art, Victorian College of the Arts are held in the collection.  Theses from other institutions relating to research topics are also held.

Formats

· Books 

· E-books

· Major exhibition catalogues particularly those held in Australia

· Scores

· Orchestral and opera performance sets

· Periodicals

· Videocassettes (VHS) (if unavailable on DVD)
· DVDs

· Compact discs
· CD ROMs
· Online audio libraries
· Online image libraries
· On-line journal subscriptions 

The Library requires equipment and software for all non print formats selected for purchase. Consideration of new formats and equipment for the collection is to be made as the need arises.

Coverage of the Collection

The primary subject areas collected fall in the Dewey range of 700-779: 
700 The arts 

701 Philosophy & theory

702 Miscellany

703 Dictionaries & encyclopedias

704 Special topics

705 Serial publications

706 Organizations & management

707 Education, research, related topics

708 Galleries, museums, private collections

709 Historical, areas, persons treatment

710 Civic & landscape art 

730 Plastic arts (sculpture) 

731 Processes, forms, subjects of sculpture

732 Sculpture to ca. 500

733 Greek, Etruscan, Roman sculpture

734 Sculpture from ca. 500 to 1399

735 Sculpture from 1400

736 Carving & carvings

737 Numismatics & sigillography

739 Art metalwork

740 Drawing & decorative art 

741 Drawing & drawings

742 Perspective (graphical)

743 Drawing & drawings by subject

745 Decorative arts

746 Textile arts

750 Painting & Paintings

751 Techniques, equipment, forms

752 Color

753 Symbolism, allegory, mythology, legend

754 Genre paintings

755 Religion & religious symbolism

756 Not assigned or no longer used

757 Human figures & their parts

758 Other subjects

759 Geographical, historical, areas, persons treatment

760 Graphic arts 

761 Relief processes (Block printing)

762 Not assigned or no longer used

763 Lithographic (Planographic) processes

764 Chromolithography & serigraphy

765 Metal engraving

766 Mezzotinting & related processes

767 Etching & drypoint

769 Prints

770 Photography
771 Techniques, equipment, materials

772 Metallic salt processes

773 Pigment processes of printing

774 Holography

775 Digital photography

776 Computer art

778 Fields & kinds of photography

779 Photographs

Other significant areas include:

103 Philosophy

111.85 Aesthetics 

152-153 Psychology: Sensory perception, Conscious mental processes
290-299 Other religions than Christianity

Languages

English language publications are usually selected for monograph acquisitions although some important books and music works are acquired in other European or Asian languages, especially major exhibition catalogues. 
Films are preferred in the original language with subtitles when purchased on DVD or videotape.

Where a direct translation of a core reading text into a foreign language is commercially available and the item may assist those International students whose native tongue is not English, the library will consider buying the item. 

Serials

Journals are selected on the recommendation of academic staff and Library staff. Subscriptions are reviewed annually. New material is generally acquired on a ‘cost neutral’ basis. Print journals are subscribed to where there is no electronic version, or where the current issue/s are under embargo and the title is deemed significant enough to require access to the current issue/s.
Location of the collection
The Visual Art collection is housed in the Lenton Parr Music, Visual and Performing Arts Library, Southbank Campus.
There is relevant material held in collections at the Parkville campus including the Eastern Resource Centre (supporting the Faculty of Education, and Media Collections), the Louise Hanson-Dyer Music Library (3rd floor Baillieu Library) and the Baillieu Library (supporting the Faculty of the Arts). 
Other branches of the University of Melbourne Library may be of interest to Art students. 

Students and staff are able to request most items from branches at other campuses on Inter Campus Loan for delivery to the Lenton Parr Library.  Additional collections are accessible through the Bonus+ service. 
They are also able to access the CAVAL Reciprocal Borrowing Scheme, that allows loans from Victorian University Libraries.

An additional scheme University Library Australia offers loans and access to Australian universities across all states and territories, if staff and students are living or working interstate.

Staff, postgraduate students and honours students are eligible for the Inter-Library Loan service. 

Collection strengths 

Strengths include modern and contemporary art especially in the areas of painting, photography, printmaking and sculpture; art history from late antiquity (4th century) to the present; aesthetics, theory, criticism and historiography of fine arts; Australian art; and Western and non-Western art. 
The coverage of pictorial arts from the Renaissance, Baroque, Rococo and Neo-classical periods is strong and forms an important part of the collection. 
Information resources cover painting, sculpture, printmaking, drawing, ceramics and photography. 

Areas needing enrichment

Asian, Indian and Middle Eastern Art coverage is being developed and is an area that has been identified as needing enrichment.
Materials not Generally Collected
Ephemera, including exhibition flyers and art auction catalogues are not retained. There is an arrangement with the State Library of Victoria and the National Gallery of Victoria Research Library whereby material considered beyond the scope of the Lenton Parr Library’s collection policy is passed on. 
The library does not acquire laser discs, computer games, MP3 files, slides, film reels (8mm, 16mm, 35mm) audio reel-to-reel, audio cassette tapes, 78 rpm or vinyl sound recordings, mini-discs or computer software. 
