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Introduction
The Culture and Communication Collection serves the needs of the School of Culture and Communication for research, teaching and learning at both undergraduate and graduate level. It also forms a significant resource for independent scholars, participants in Lifelong Learning (Community Access Program) and the general public. 
The School of Culture and Communication <http://www.culture-communication.unimelb.edu.au/> was formed at the beginning of 2007 from a number of different disciplines. It comprises the following areas of study: 
· Art History

· Australian Indigenous Studies

· Creative Writing

· Cultural Management (Art Curatorship, Arts Management, Cinema Management)

· Cultural Studies

· English (including Theatre Studies)
· Media and Communications

· Publishing and Communications

· Screen (Cinema) Studies

The School maintains a strong commitment to disciplinary innovation together with a focus on rigorous research into all dimensions of culture and communication. The core skills taught include:
· the ability to think and write creatively 

· skills in the close reading of literary and cultural texts 

· a broad-based knowledge of the history of cultural forms 

· a capacity to communicate elegantly, rigorously, and with a sense of audience. 

Target users

· Undergraduate students enrolled in New Generation courses in Arts, including those from other disciplines undertaking Breadth subjects

· Undergraduates enrolled in courses prior to 2008

· Postgraduate and higher degree coursework students

· Research students

· Academic staff  

Arts Interdisciplinary Foundation (IDF) Subjects

· Democracy 
· From Homer to Hollywood 
· Knowing Nature 
· Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
· Australian Indigenous Studies 
· Globalisation 
· Self and Other 
Departments and centres
Art History offers a range of undergraduate and postgraduate courses, including a coursework Master in Art Curatorship. Thematic and interdisciplinary subjects deal with the theories of art history, architecture, garden design, art and the market, prints, the history and theory of art conservation, postcolonial and crosscultural art, biennales and triennales, and connoisseurship. 
     The Art History department is affiliated with the Ian Potter Museum of Art and the Fine Arts Network (FAN) and collaborates with them on a variety of events and lectures.

· Australian Indigenous Studies offers students an opportunity to learn about the history and cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Australian Indigenous Studies has an evolving disciplinary identity that incorporates and acknowledges diverse cultural frameworks, allowing students to consider issues from complex and multifaceted perspectives.  
     The Australian Indigenous Studies Program in the Faculty of Arts has undergone rapid development and has recently developed an interdisciplinary major. Subject themes include:
· Indigenous arts and literature 
· Indigenous histories in film and sport 

· key thinkers and concepts 
· Australian environmental ethics 
· historicism 
· Aboriginal women 
· Indigenous health 
· Aboriginal land, law and philosophy 
The Murrup Barak - Melbourne Institute for Indigenous Development was launched in 2009.

· Creative Writing: Undergraduate students are able to specialise in prose fiction, poetry, scriptwriting, creative non-fiction and life writing. They are given the opportunity to explore Avant garde, cross-genre and experimental forms of writing. There is also an emphasis on the creative potential and the influence of contemporary theoretical and philosophical schools of thought on all forms of writing.
The School hosts a vibrant community of postgraduate students. Subjects and supervision are offered in the areas of fiction, poetry, poetics, nonfiction, screenwriting, forms of autobiography, and theatre writing.
· The Cultural Management program in the School of Culture and Communication is made up of three postgraduate courses that focus on the cultural industry: Art Curatorship, Arts Management and Cinema Management. An internship is compulsory for all students undertaking the Masters course.

The Master in Art Curatorship provides a combination of historical and theoretical subjects with a range of more practically oriented offerings that address specific museum activities such as collection management; exhibition development and interpretation; and conservation. 

Arts Management studies offer vocationally orientated courses to prepare students for a management career in the arts industry, including the performing and visual arts, cultural policy and arts administration. Students develop critical insights into the policy, legal, financial and broad cultural contexts in which the arts operate in Australia and other countries.

Cinema Management is designed to provide students with the necessary knowledge and skills to work in the film culture industry. It will train students to work in one of the many film culture bodies locally and internationally. Students will study the structure of the film culture industry, the nature of feature film production, film festival cultures, arts management, marketing, publicity and new media. A key feature of the course is an industry work placement.

· Cultural Studies is an interdisciplinary field concerned with:

· cultural identities and media

· cultural texts from movies to mardi gras

· the workings of cultural power

· the consumption of cultural commodities

· the relationships between popular, national, and contemporary global culture

· the circulation, effects and meanings of culture in everyday life

Areas of staff expertise include:

· popular media and media technologies

· critical theory

· cultural transgression

· cultural history

· postcolonialism

· Asian screen cultures

· cultural policy

· The English program offers undergraduate subjects in the following specialist areas:
· medieval literature

· renaissance literature

· romantic literature

· modernist literature

· Australian literature

· American literature

· postmodernist literature

Interdisciplinary areas include: 

· postcolonial writing

· women's writing

· Aboriginal writing

· popular fiction

· non-fictional forms of textual and cultural production

· Media and Communications offers courses which aim to equip students to understand the changing nature of media industries and professional practices in the contemporary world and how these inform diverse social, cultural and political processes at global to local levels. 
The Bachelor of Arts (Media and Communications) is interdisciplinary in nature and offers a blend of academic study and media-relevant practice. 

Postgraduate students come from diverse countries, have experience of different media systems and many are working in or aim to pursue careers in media and related cultural industries. 

Some courses also include opportunities for experiential based learning with media industry internships alongside taught subjects and research-based theses. 

· The Publishing and Communications program combines hands-on skills development with analysis of the varied fields that make up the publishing industry, from books and magazines to digital media. 
Introductory subjects deal with the textual and visual aspects of communication, including editing and production practices, while the practical subjects at Master's level help students to build their understanding of the strategic and commercial aspects of publishing and the associated ethical and legal issues. 

Specific subjects address the dynamics of the contemporary publishing industry, the impact of globalisation, and the historical analysis of print culture. 
· Screen (Cinema) Studies is a dynamic, rapidly evolving discipline embracing cinema and television studies, as well as the full range of established and emerging issues in new media studies. Screen Studies offers a joint undergraduate teaching program with Cultural Studies. Subjects and topic areas include:

· film history

· Australian cinema

· Hollywood cinema

· European cinema

· art house and experimental cinema

· documentary and ethnographic film-making

· genre studies

· television studies

· cross-media forms such as comic books, computer games and theme park attractions

· Cinema-based theories of entertainment, spectatorship, postmodernism, postcolonialism, gender, sexuality, class and ideology

· Theatre Studies includes the history of theatre from classical Greek and Roman tragedy and comedy to the multi-media spectacles of the twenty-first century. Integrating theory and practice, subjects are offered across a broad spectrum of performance and include studies in Greek, European, Japanese and Australian theatre, feminist theatre, modern and contemporary theatre, postmodern and postcolonial theatre, theatrical space and light and technology and live art. 
Areas of specialisation for Theatre Studies staff include:
· theatre history

· performance theory and practice (including Stanislavskian, Brechtian, Japanese and Physical Theatre styles)

· dramaturgy

· theatrical space and light

· feminist and gender studies

· genre studies (tragedy, comedy, naturalism and realism)

· avant-garde and live art including installation and site specific performance

· applied theatre (including drama in education and community theatre)

Courses
Undergraduate: 

· Bachelor of Arts

Postgraduate:

· Graduate Certificate 

· Graduate Diploma
Graduate Research Programs
· Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 

· Masters by Research 

· PhD Top-up Scholarships 

Research areas
· Art History

· Renaissance, Baroque, eighteenth and nineteenth-century European art modernism and postmodernism 

· Indigenous Australian art 

· colonial, modernist and postcolonial Australian art 

· Asian art 

· Medieval art 

· contemporary Australian and international art. 

· Australian Indigenous Studies

Key areas of research interest include theoretical issues, political developments and social change in Australian Indigenous communities. Research topics relating to cultural systems of meaning, community development, the colonial project and social justice issues are also addressed.

Principal areas of specialisation include:
· Australian Indigenous land tenure, resource and social impact issues 
· Australian Indigenous art, film and cultural studies 
· Australian Indigenous politics 
· Australian Indigenous health, identity and culture 
· Australian Indigenous histories 
· Australian Indigenous cultural studies 
· Australian lndigenous writing 
· The languages and linguistics of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 
· Australian Indigenous arts and industry
Creative Writing

· philosophy of aesthetics 

· the politics of creativity 

· women and the arts: feminist critiques 

· psychoanalytic approaches to creativity 

· the psychology of composition 

· theories of the avant garde, mixed genre and emerging forms of writing 

· contemporary Australian poetry 

· contemporary Australian fiction 

· contemporary performance 

· place, identity and writing 

· the teaching of creative writing

Cultural Management 

Art Curatorship 

Arts Management 

Cinema Management

· Cultural Studies

· English

· Media and Communications

· Publishing and Communications

Screen (Cinema) Studies

· film history and theory from the silent period to the present
· feminist and psychoanalytical theory

· Australian and other national cinemas of Europe and Asia.  

· Theatre Studies

Collection Statement
Undergraduate support:

The general policy for this discipline is to collect at undergraduate level, with the intention of as broad coverage as resources allow.

The Library undertakes to purchase all undergraduate prescribed texts and recommended reading titles. Multiple copies are purchased on a need basis. To facilitate access to the collection, electronic versions of texts will be acquired where available 

Postgraduate support:

The policy for this school is to collect to research level as comprehensively as possible. Research level is defined as one where independent research with the published sources can be pursued. 

The Library undertakes to purchase materials identified for Masters by coursework programs. Research level materials are selected in conjunction with members of the academic staff, and from recommendations from students and key library staff. 

Special Collections

Rare Books Collection
The Library’s Rare Book Room houses a number of separate collections including a collection of fine plate books. This collection includes fine natural history books and editions of the Classics with fine illustrations. The collection is particularly rich in extra-illustrated books, that is books which have had illustrations from other sources (original prints and manuscripts, and even the occasional original artwork).

The Library’s English Book Room houses a number of separate collections including the following :

· Walter Scott collection (2,500 volumes)

· Byron collection (600 volumes)

· Sterne collection (300 volumes)

· Goldsmith collection (200 volumes)

· Boswell/Johnson collection (550 volumes)

Burns collection (600 volumes

Print Collection

The Baillieu Library houses an extensive collection of original British and European prints from the late 15th to the early 20th century including masterpieces by Dürer, Rembrandt and other famous artists. These works represent the traditional printmaking techniques of engraving, etching, woodcut, mezzotint and lithography, and complement the collections of modern and Australian art located in the Museum of Art. The Print Collection has continued to grow through acquisitions, donations and loans, and is now one of the largest collections of graphic works in Australia, comparable to those in the National Gallery of Victoria, the National Gallery of Australia and the Art Gallery of South Australia, as well as other national galleries overseas. 

The Witt Library on Microfiche 

This collection is one of the most powerful of art history research tools, consisting of almost two

million images of European art. The Library was begun by Sir Robert Witt in the 1920s as a photographic archive, and has grown to become one of the world's largest documentary resources of Western painting and drawing, covering the years c.1200 to 1990. It became part of the Courtauld Institute of Art in 1952, and is now housed in Somerset House in London. In 1981 the Baillieu Library acquired one of the original four microfiche copies of this important visual resource. Since receiving this set, the Library has also acquired the ten-year update, containing revised information and new images of additions to the Witt holdings. 

Additional resources 

The Elisabeth Murdoch Resource Library is for the use of staff and students in the School of Culture and Communication. It includes a collection of over 200,000 slides, 16mm films, a video and DVD collection, photographs and microfilms, as well as reference books, general texts, and key journals. Screen Studies and Art History Honours, Masters and PhD theses are also housed in the Elisabeth Murdoch Library. Books, films and the thesis collection are for research purposes only and borrowing is not permitted. This library is independent of the University Library.

Formats
No specific format is excluded from the collection. Material may be acquired in print form or, electronically. Where digital versions are available they are preferred.
Approval plans

There are two approval plans which cover Culture and Communication, one for Australian publications and the other covering mainstream publishers in the UK and North America This is being revamped during 2010, as it is moving from one supplier to another.

Classification

The primary subject areas collected fall in the Dewey Decimal Classification listed below, but material may be found throughout the Dewey range.
069   Museology

070-079  News Media, Journalism, Publishing

302-304  Mass media and Communication
700   The Arts

701   Philosophy & theory of art

708   Galleries, museums, private collections

710   Civic & landscape art

730   Plastic arts  Sculpture

740   Drawing & decorative arts

750   Painting & paintings

760   Graphic Art, Printmaking & prints

770   Photography & photographs

790-799  Recreational & Performing Arts (includes film)

Languages
There is no restriction on the purchase of foreign language material although the collection is predominantly in the English language. 
Serials
Serials are selected on the recommendation of academic staff and library staff. The Library user group endorses the selected items. Current journal subscriptions are reviewed annually. Where possible, electronic subscriptions are preferred.

Locations of the collections

· The Baillieu 
· The Eastern Resource Centre 

Strengths of the Collection
Strong collecting over many years has given the Library’s collection in art history great. Particular strengths are in the following areas :
· Italian renaissance and baroque art

· Nineteenth century British and French art 

· Japanese art 

· Chinese art and architecture

Areas Needing Enrichment

Art History

Specific categories of material need to be actively pursued for art history. In particular, a systematic programme of acquisition for exhibition catalogues would raise the areas of Australian art and contemporary art (both international and Australian).
Specific areas of need are as follows :
· Art curatorship and museum management (particularly material on exhibitions, theory of contemporary art, curating contemporary art)

· Late modern and contemporary art – both international and Australian
· Digitized imagebanks/databases of images of art.
· E-books as they develop in the visual art and theory area.

· Contemporary art, social history of art in the 20th century (particularly material relating to marginal, forgotten and newly rediscovered artists and to catalogues from the smaller galleries and multimedia arts, video art and performance art) 
· Exhibition catalogues (particularly catalogues from Australian national and state galleries, European galleries and alternative galleries, especially those  in the US) 

· Catalogues raisonnes for late 20th century artists

· Australian art (particularly catalogues from Australian collections)
· Contemporary Chinese and Indian art from the 20th century on
Screen Studies
· Cinema studies (particularly retrospective materials and journals, and including film theory, documentary and ethnographic cinema, spectatorship, early 20th century avant-garde cinema, Australian cinema, post-colonial cinema, and connections between cinema, new technologies and new media such as computer technology, computer games, theme park industries, and comic book industries

Cultural Management

· Arts internship information

· Vocational and career material in the arts (art curatorial etc.)

· Reference material, handbooks etc. suitable for students undertaking Arts internships

· Financial and budgeting information in the Arts
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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